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To the Right Honourable 


Heneage Finch, 


Baron of DAVENTRTY, 
Lord High Chancellor of ENG L AND. 


} RE Auguſt Chirafer which your pe tdoay þ bore, and the Lofty 
plice which you filled at the T. yl of my Late Lord Staitord, ren- 
der ut the indipcnſible duty of your Seruant, with the humbleſt 
proftration to depoſit theſe Papers at your feet. And if ever my 

T.ord Chanccilor binch h.d a Theater acopted io theſe Qualifications of Nt 

ture and Acquiſuim hich he ts inducd with, It was then that he was ſur- 

niſhed with an Iiſtrious occaſion of di(pl ying and celebrating of them. 

And the moſt indelible Records of ſucceeding 1umes, will tran{mit to the ad- 

mir ton, as well as initruftion of fulure Ages, with what Wiſdom and 

Juſtice you ucquitted your ſel/, and whu Honour to the Enty--- of ſuch as 

my be called to Sit there m the like capacity, you entailed upon that High 

and Reverable Court, The Speech which accompanied the Sentence pro- 
nounced upon the Criminal before you, aid at once declire the Courage, as 
well 2s the Righteouſneſs of him thu (pake itt. And for any now to doubt 
of a Popiſh Cinprracy ag.unſt the Fing, the Proteſtant Religtun, aud the 

Government Eſtabliſhed by Law in England, zs not onely to Arraign the 

moſt impartial, as well as the greateſt Tribunal under Heaven, bit to cont 

tradift a perſen who contrary to 4 thouſmd Seculir Byaſſes, proclumed the 

Sentimen's of his own Soul, in publiſhing the Sentence of th.it tremndous 

Julature, Onely let me with all b:commg bumihiy, (ingeſt to your 

Lordſhip zhe Senſations and Ri ſentmcnts of the Pap il Paviy, u imely, Thit 

by the Condemn.tzon of this one Conſprrator, you h we not only Impeuhed, 

but in effeft conwitted the whole Budy of the Ronuth I iftion in ir g' nd; 

And for your Lordſhip henceforth to hope to skrene 10ur [elf from t'e fietts 

of thetr Ex.aſperat ;on and Kage, but by a zealous p olecution of ih-m ac- 

cording to the demerat of ther Crames, were mot onely to 16 indy your ſelf 

to the neglet of your friends, but the Triumph of ycur Enemics. Tor a- 

mong all the ſins which are enrolled for vonia! by the Roman CLurch, ileve 

is no proviſion of pardon for him that condemns a Vorary to the 7-'ple 

Crown, or adjiidgeth thoſe to the Gibbet, whoſe obedience to the Tnfullil le 

Chair obliged them to d ſtroy Heretical Kings and Kingdoms. Nor was zt 

to the diminution of your Glory, that you made your El.quence, wherewith 

a! other times you * Seu blizoned many great and Nuble Subj. ttr, vail in 

that Oration to the ſtrength and uncontrollabl: neſs of Reaſon. And did not 

the Formalities of Law require the Atteſt ution and Teſtimony of Oral Wit- 
meſſes , the Arguments demonſirative of a Horr:d Contpiracy, wherein the 

Papiſts are imbirkt aud involued--which enliven th it great and ſ.lemn 


Speech, might without the acceſſion of any other Evidence, be ſufficient to 
ground 


ee 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ground a Verdift upon, of a moſt execrable Treaſon againſt the whole Papal 
Community in theſe Kingdoms. The Nation is now inſtrutted upon whom to 
charge the Burning of London, and that from the month of him, the Au- 
thoriiy of whoſe Decrees give for the moſt part, a terminative and final de- 
ciſion 11: more dubious caſes; only let me ſubjoyn.that you have hereby kindled 
thole Ip:1ks in the hearts of all Engliſh men, as well as Londoners, as n0- 
thing but the ſhedding the blood of the Authors, and Inſtruments of that 
Conf reraiion by the band of Juſtice, will be ever able to quench or ex- 
tingurſh them. My Lord. that true Chriſtzan and Proteſtant Cha»1'y, which 
taught you io give thai Viſcount an Iutereſt in your prayers to God for the 
pardon of thoſ+ Crimes above, which the Law could not remit here below, 
| and who withall, neither begged, nor put any value upon them, will, I 
| | hope, influence your Lordſhip to forgive the confidence of this Addreſs. 


Your Lord{hips moſt durtiful 
and obcdient Servant, 


7ZOHN SM11:/. 


Reflections 


(1) 


RefieRions on the 


Sincerity of the Papiſts, 
Occaſtoned by the SPEECH of 


William Late Viſcount Stafford , 
On the Scaftold at Tomer-H1!!. 


$ pt th S matter of no ſma]] ſurprize, that notwithſtanding the Diſcovery of a hor- 
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rid Popiſh Plot againſt the King's Perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and the ſ 
Government Eſtabliſhed by Law, yer the Nation after the Expiration of two * 
years ſince the firſt DereCtion of ir, doth ſtill lie as much expoſed to all the dangers . 


which it threateneth, as the firſt hour when it was revealed. And that which encrez- 
ſeth the amazement is, that neither the advantages which we have by enjoying a 
Proteſtant King, nor the Counſels and aſſiſtance which three ſeveral Parliaments have 
faithfully and chearfully contributed, have been hitherto able to ſecure our Religion, 
Lives and Liberties, from the hazards which this Papal Conſpiracy travelleth with, 
and would involve us under. But that which is moſt of all aſtoniſhing, is the endeavour 
ro diſcredit the belief of the Plot, and this after it hath not only been ſor fully and le- 
gally made evident by the Papers and Letters of ſome of the Conſpirators, the poſitive 
and concurring Teſtimonies of many Wiitneffes; the Murders and Afſaſſinations commirted 
upon ſeveral Magiſtrates, as well as others, for diſcharging their duty in the dete@- 
ing of it;bur after it hath beep put beyond all rational contradiCtion as well by the votes 
and reſolves of ſo many Parliaments, as by the: conviftion and Execution of divers of 
the Traitors.And when the hiring and ſuborning infamous perſons to defame and weaken 
the credit of the witnelles, and the rampering with ſome of themſelves to corrupt and 
make them rerraCt their Depoſitions, had failed them in the accompliſhing what they 
propoſed unto themſelves, they thereupon perſevere to fomenr and cheriſh a disbelief 
of the Plot, by arguments derived from the Curſes and Imprecations; whereby thoſe 
thar were convidted of, and executed for it, did in the affirmation of their Innocency, 
affront the Juſtice of rhe Nation with their Jaſt and dying breath. For having found all 
their other Arts, and their manifold ſubornations, to iſſue only in the prejudice of their 
Cauſe, and the puniſhmeftt of thoſe whom they had employed ; they are therefore | 
forced to ſtake the Repuration of their Religion and Church, and the Safety of their 
whole Party, upon the Oaths and Curſes, whereby thoſe that were condemned , have 
in the contempt and dehance of the cleareſt Evidence, and moſt Impartial Juſtice, en- 
deavoured to outface us into a perſuaſion that they were guiltleſs, and ſuffered un- 


juſtly. 
Now, though this may afteCt ſome eafie and weak perſons, with an opinion that they | 
died not fo criminal as their Indiftmenr and Sentence bore ; yet it can make no impreſ- | 


ſion upon men acquainted with Books, or converſant and experienced in the affairs and 
rranſactions of the world : Seeing it is eafie for ſuch ro know, that falſe Aſſeverations 
and Oarhs are not only conſiſtent wich, and juſtified by the Principles of the Papal Re- 
ligion, but that they are agreeable to what Popiſh Traicors, and other Malef?Qors 
within the Roman Communion, have praCtiſed upon leſs important Morives and Occa- 
ſions ; and that likewiſe in their laſt hours when they were immediately after to appear 
before the Divine Tribunal, And if the Rowi/> Party in England, were not Judicially * | 
left ro betray the higheſt Folly, as well as perperrate the greateſt Villanies, it were not . 
pothible that after the rwo Learned Anſwers, which were publiſhed againſt the 
Speeches of rhe five, Jeſuirs, who ſuffered, Fane the 2oth 1679, And notwithitanding a'l 
the Infamy which hath thereby redounded ro their Cauſe, they ſhould till rake Sanftu- 
ary in Falſhood and Perjury. Bur having no other Vindication of their Innocency ro 
betake themſelves unto, they muſt either acknowledge their Guile to the eternal Re- 
proach of their Religion, and the hazard of their coral Exrirpation ont of His Majeſtics 
Domintons +; or they muit ſecceſſively 2s they come to he arraigned and executed, re- 
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treat to falſe and horrid Oaths and Imprecations, for the preſerving the credit of their 
Church, and the protecting their friends from the puniſhments ts which this Helliſh 
Conſpiracy hath made the greateſt number, as well as the moſt conſiderable of them 
obnoxious, Accordingly the Late YV+ſcount Stafford hath for the honour of Mother 
Church, and the promoting the bleſſed Deſign of overthrowing the Proteſtant Relj- 
gion, and deſtroying ſuch as profeſs it in theſe Nations, been prevailed with ro ſhut up 
the Courſe of a Traiterous and Criminal Life, with moſt ſtupendous and aſtoniſhing 
Perjury, by aſſuming the Impudence to proteſt and ſwear that he was Innocent of whar 
he was brought to ſuffer for. And all rhis after that the moſt Righteous and Impartial, 
as well as the higheſt and moſt Auguſt Court in the World, had on the faireſt Trial, 
and moſt convincing Evidence that ever Offender was convicted or ſentenced upon, 
found and pronounced him guilty. 

$ 2, Now, though the Principles of the Papiſts be ſuch,and the Tyes they are under 
from their intereſt ſo ſtrong, that there is no hope or probability left that any regard 
to Truth or Juſtice ſhould influence the conſciences of any in thar Communion to aft 
otherwiſe, ſhould they be brought to tread a Scaffold, or mount a Ladder upon the 
ſcore of the Preſent Plot, yet we will not Deſpair but that the Infamy which by un- 
controllable Evidence we ſhall fix and entail upon the memory of the Late Viſcount 
Stafford, may prevent ſuch as hereafter may come to ſuffer for this Conſpiracy, from 
the indiſcretion of dying like Fools,and men regardleſs as much of their Names here, as 
of their Salvation hereafter, But if that Infaruation and Obſtinacy which hath hitherto 
prevailed over the Minds and Conſciences of thoſe of the Papal Fa&tion, ſhould ſo 
powerfully continue upon them, as to render that part of my Deſign unſucceſsful, yer 
I comfort my ſelf with the hopes of being able ſo far ro undeceive and inſtru the 
reſt of mankind, as to preſerve and ſecure them from giving faith and credit to Papiſts 
in any thing they ſhall fay - or ſwear for the furure ; eſpecially when their Perſonal 
Intereſt, or that of their Church dependeth upon, or is concerned in ir. 

And indeed this Plot is already both fo far unvailed and laid open, and ſo demonſtra- 
tively confirmed and proved, that none pretending to the name of a Proteſtant, can 
bring into queſtion either the Truth or Execrableneſs of it, unleſs he be really a Papiſt, 
and aſſume the appellation of a Proteſtant only asa ſafe and faſhionable Vizard, More- 
over, the Vindicating the Juſtice of the Nation, and the clearing the Integrity and ho- 
nour of that high, and ſo much to be renowned Court of Judicature, before whom the 
Late Viſcomnt Stafford was arraigned, and by whom he was with ſo great folemnity 
pronognced guilty and condemned, is a matter worthy of qur utmoſt Zeal and Dili- 
gence, and the due performing whereof we ſhall alwaies eſteem a piece of the greateſt 
uſefulneſs we were capable of applying our ſelves unto in this World. 

In fine, by diſcourſing this matter as it ought, and placing things in that light and 
clearneſs which are due to them, we hope to render the Conviction of thoſe other 
Traitors, who either already are, or may come hereafter to be Impeached upon the ac- 
count of this Conſpiracy, not only leſs liable to private Cenſures and Obloquies, bur 
more eaſic and diſpatchable, For thereare ſome perſons, who though they fully be- 
Jieve a Plot, that from the reverence which they would be thought to bear to the 
ſolemn Appeals which the Accuſed make to God of their Innocency, are withheld from 
giving that entire credit to the Witneſſes for the King, which the Authority of the De- 
ponents Oaths, the coherence of their Teſtimonies, the intrinfick Evidence of their De- 
policions, the correſpondence of one part with another, and many material and circum- 
itantial proofs ſeem ro exaCt from them. But though not only weak and well mean- 
ing men, but perſons of great prudence and circumſpection, and throughly acquainted 
with all the meaſures according to which Juſtice is to be adminiſtred, and publick 
Trials of Offenders tranſatted, may ſuffer themſelves ro be impoſed upon by audaciors 
Aſſeverations, before the guile and falſhood of them be diſcovered ; yet if they continue 
in their creduliry after that the higheſt blaſphemy againit whatſoever is and ſhould be 
preſerved ſacred, comes to be detected and Jaid open, they muſt not rake it amiſs if 
the generality of mankind not only charge them wich caſinels of belief, and folly, but 
father upon them Accuſations that are more Groſs and CriminaJ. Nor is there any 
charater ſo black, but that they deſerve their names ſhould be eternally loaded 
with it, who not only ſuffer themſelves to be wheedled by Aﬀeverations deſtitute 
of all -grounds which ſhould command reſpect and 6eferrence, but which through the 
palpableneſs of their falſhood ought to raiſe a deteRation and horror in the mirds of all 
thoſe who maintain any vereration for God, whoſe name is ſo audaciouſly and facrilegi- 
ouſly proſtituted to the atteſtation of lyes and perjuries, 

$ 3. And ſeeing the Papiſts have hitherto produced nothing towards their Vindi- 
cation from the Plor, that is material or conſiſtent with it (clf, but that thoſe who have 
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(3) 
been brought to ſuffer ſor ir, have cflertcd their Irr.ccercy 7rd ceryed their guilt 
when in the Immediate proſfpeCt of Death ard Frernity, It will rot therefore be an un- 
fir remarque inour very entrance on the Gifce urſe of this matter, that their crimiral- 
-cls is not only made Evident by the Tefiimeny cf mary perſons, who through the 
kopes they erjoy of the contiruation of their lives are cop. ble of beivg cempre d by the 
ExpeCation of profit and greatneſs, but that it is confi med ard eftabliſhed upon the 
Authority of Expiring and dying perſons, who as they felt ard faw themſelves out of 
all hopes of enjoying the pleaſures of Life any longer, or compaſling riches or advarce- 
ment to their friends or poſterity, ſo they ought ro be judged delivered from the 
Impreſſion of all ſublunary Allurements in what they ſaid, and ro man can ſuppoſe 
that any thing elſe ſhould influence them to ſpeak falſly : Accordingly Ar. Zed!o 
in the view and approach of Death, affirmed both upon 1he Fairb of 4 | 
Chriſtian, and as he hoped for Salvation, that be kad wrorged to man by his Sce his Exa- 
Teſtimony, but that whatſoever he had teſtified concerning the Plot was true, bait Sik. In his 
Shall the Advocates for the Conſpirators, account themſelves mightily ,*7 21550» 
advantayed in weakning the Credit of the King's Witnefles,from this that 
there is not that Faith to be given to men not only inthe polſetlion of Health, but havirg 
all Legal ſecurity of their Lives, as there is ro perſons who both know that they muit 
immediately die, and that they are to appear before the great and righteous Ged, v ho 
hath threatrned to puniſh all Falſhood and Perjury with unconceiveble tcrments? Ard 
ſhall nor we eſteem our ſelves mightily confirmed as to the rruth of the whole Evi- 
dence concerning the Plot, by finding that ſo conſiderable a Witneſs both in detecting 
the parts and degrees of it, as well as thoſe that were ergoged in fits contrivarceard 
proſecution, ſhould ſo ſolemnly ſea] what be had betore depoled with his laſt and dy- 
ing Breath ? Here is one that hath declared their Guilr,in the ſame Circumſtarces where- 
in the advocats for Rome glory ſo much, that the condemned affirmed their Innocency. 
So that all their Harangues concerning the Credit that is due to the Aſſevera- 
tions of dying perſons, are much more applicable ro cur Belief of the Plot, on the dyirg 
Teſtimony of Ar. Bedlo, than it is poſſible they ſhould be ro the weakening our Faith 
adour it, upon their affirming themſelves Guiltleſs, who were ſo Legally Convitted and 
Condemned for it. For their Concernment to Preſerve the Repuration or their Religion, 
Secure the Liberties of many of their Party, and the Hopes which they might flatter 
:hemſelves with, to ſaye their own, together with a Deſire of Recommending their 
memories to the favorable Opinion of future Generatiors, may be conceived Sufficient 
Grounds and Inducements to influence them ro a Denial, Whereas Afr. Bedlo had no 
Concernment of his own, no ExpeRations of advantage to accrue to his Freinds or Re- 
lations, no hopes of avoiding approaching Death, which might be conceived to prevail 
upon him, to breath our his laſt words in the Affirmation of their Guilt. Beſides, the 
Principles of their Religion are ſuch, as do both countenance their Denial, and Juſtific 
them in it; whereas the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, wherein this Gentleman 
Dyed, do both prohibit and condemn the aſſerting every thing that is falſe, let the Mo- 
tives be never ſo great and important, The diſparity between the Aſſeveratiors of the 
one and of the other, is ſo conſiderable vpon rhis ſingle and alore Account, that hov!d 
it be admitted that their Circumſtances were the ſame, in all other things, 2s well zs 
in that of Death immediately in their view, yer there cen be no juſt Competition bc- 
rween the weight ard Authority of what they ſaid in the Arteſtation of their Innccer.cy, 
and what he affirmed in the Confirmation of their Guile. Ard it is remarkable, rhat he 
not only Dyed in the profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, w hich precluderh all hopes 
of pardon to any that ſball perſevere in ra'ice, hatred, lying and flandering; but thar 
curing his whole Sickneſs, he was in the Exerciſe of all ſeeming contrition and remorſe , 
and ſo far as any ore could judge, in the praCtice of ſincere and unfeigned Repentarce, 
for all the fins whereby. he had offended God, or injured Men. So that upon all that 
can rationally ſway or determine our belief, entire credir ought to be given 10 Mr. 
Beals, upon the Declaration he made of their Guilt in the JunQture and Circumſtance of 
Dying ; whereas there is nothing that can be juſtly or rationally alledged, which with- 
Qut abandoning our ſelves to weakneſs and eafie Credulity, can obtain from us the giv- 
ing the leaſt Faith ro them, notwithſtanding their affirming their Innocency in expiring 
Circumſtances. And therefore though rhe Publick hath ſuſtained great loſs by the re- 
moval of a Witneſs, that could have not only reftified egainſt ſo many of the Confpiro- 
rors, but ſo particularly, and with ſo many corroborating Circumſtances ; yer the DNe- 
poſition which: he made in his Jaſt Sickneſs, whereby in the. proſpeCt of approzchirg 
Death, and in the belief and ſenſe of his ſpeedy appearing at the Tribunal of Cod, Le 
confirmed and ratified upon Oath all that he had declared before, hath dore mire te 
eſtabliſh the Crevir of the Plor, and ruine rhe Repuration of the Pepal Perty in the 
minds 
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mi.ds of all wibiafted mengtban ever he covld have effeted by never ſo many reiterated 
Teſtimonies againſt them at Bars, and in Courts of Judicature, 

$ 4. Nor inthe next place ought any man to be ſurprized, that ſuch of the Traitors 
2 have been convicted and condemned for this Helliſh and Damnable Plot, ſhould Die 
profefling their Innocercy as to what they were condemned for ; ſeeing they bound 
and obliged themſelves by ſuch Oaths which they account moſt ſolemn, and vowed by 
whatſoever according to the Principles of their Religion, is eſteemed more ſacred than 

other, that they would never diſcover the Conſpiracy which they 
See Ireland's Frval, were ergaged in. For all thoſe to whom this Bloody Deſign was 
10. P25. D445 communicated ; and eſpecially ſuch who were to be affiting in ir, 
tuzthcr Info;marion, ad os er "FS: 
rn 16. had taken an Oath of Secrecy,and the Sacrament upon it, as all th* 
Witnelſles do inform us,never to reveal or diſcloſe what they were 
eithcr engaged in, or acquainted with. And the tenor of this holy and Catholick Oath, 
by which they moſt facredly and indiſpenſibly bound themſelves, was this, as it was 
foun! very happily amongſt Mr. Raſter's Papers, a Prieſt, in Sir Thomas Gaſcoyne's 
Houſe, I 4. B, being in the preſence of Almighty God, the Bleſſed! 
The Papifts Oath of Mary Ever Virgin, the Bleſſed Michael the Archangel, the Bleſſed 
Secrecy by Mr. R - St, John Bapriſt,rbe holy Apoſtles Sr, Peter and St, Paul, and allrhe 
ber? DB: {cron Pronted s 4 »} 
by Order of the Saints in Heaven, and to you my Ghoſtly Father, do declare, and in my 
Houle of Commor.s. heart believe the Pope, Chriſt's Vicar General, to be the true and only 
Head of Chriſt's Church here on Earth ; and that by virtne of the Keys 
of binding and loeficg g*ven his Holineſs by eur Saviour Chriſt, he hath power to Depoſe all 
Heretical Kings and Princes, and cauſe them to be killed: Therefore to the utmoſt of my 
power, { wil! defend this Doflrine, and his Holineſſes Rights, againſt all Vſurpers whatſoever; 
cſpecrally againſt the row pretended King of England, 1m regard that he hath broke his Vows 
with his Holineſſes Agcuts beyond Seas, and not performed his promiſes in bringing into 
England the holy Roman Catholick Religion. TI do renounce and diſown my Allegiance as 
Cre to the ſaid pretended King of England, or cbedience to any of his inferiour Officers aud 
Alagiſtrates ; but do believe the Proteſtant Dettrine to be heretical and damnable ; and that 
al are damned who do not ſorſake the ſame ; and to the beſt of my power, will help his Ho- 
lineſſes Agents here in England, to Extirpate and Root out the ſaid Proteſtant Doitrine, and 
to deſtroy the ſaid Pretended Kng of England, and all ſuch of his Subjetts as will not adhere 
ro the holy See of Rome, and the Religion there profeſſed. 1 do further promiſe and declare, 
That I will keep ſecret and private, and not divulge direftly or indirefHy, by word, writing, 
or circumſtance, whatſoever ſhall be propoſed, given in charge, or diſcovered to me, by you m 
Ghoſtly Father, or any otler engaged 1m the premoting of this pious and holy Deſign : Aud 
that I will be aftive, aud not deſiſt from the carrying of it on: And that no hopes of rewards 
threats or puniſi:ment s, ſhall make me diſcover the reſt concerned in ſo pions a work; And iſ 
diſcovered, ſiall never confeſs any acceſſaries with my ſel! concerned in this Deſign, All which 
1 do ſwear vy the Bleſſed Trinity, and by the Bl:ſſ:d Sacrament, which I now purpoſe to re= 
ceive, to perform, and on my part, keep inviolaic: And do call all the Angels and Saints 
in Heaven, to witneſs my re-7utertion to keep thi: Oath, In Teſtimony whereof, I do re- 
ceive this moſt holy Sacrament of th: Euchariſ'. 

Now beſides that there is nothing more probable or fuller of moral Certainty, than 
thar, in a buſineſs, ſhould ir be difcovered, of fo faral Conſequence ro their Religion 
and rhemſelyes, they would vu a!! Imaginable waies and means to bind the Conſriences 
of thoſe that were truſted with ic from revealing and detecting what was committed unto 
them; forthe Methods which they took in Promoting former Plots and Treaſons, and for 
rhe prevention of their Diſcovery, having beea by the preſcription and: impoſition of 
an Oath of Secrecy. may give us all deſirable Aitlura:ce that they were equally careful 
'0l! der ike Cerection of this, and that accordingly they made uſe of fome ſolemn 
Oath of ſecrecy rothat purpoſe. An! that by the Engine of ſuch an Oath they have 
endeavourei ro ferter the Confſciences, and ſtop the mouths of their Proſelyres and 
Coymplices hererof,ce, we are abundantly Informed in a book ſtiled 4 "rrue and 
perfett Rlarivn of the whole proceedings againſt Garnet the Feſuit and his Confederates, 
which was Publiſhed by Authority Arno 1606, where we have the Sum of the ſaid 
Oath thus corveyed unto us and recorded ; v4. Ton ſhall Swear by the Bleſſed Trinity, 
and by the Sacrament you now purpoſe to recerve, never to diſclele airettly or indirectly, ty 
word or Ci1c::3: ſl arce, the matter that ſhall be propoſed to yeu to keep Secret, nor dc- 
fiſt from the Excention thererf, wntil the reſt ſhall orve yen leave. Which Oath was ad- 
miniſtred by Gerrard.the Jciutr ro Catesby, Percy, Wright, Winter and Fakes, in the 
Second year of the Reign of King Fames, and by Greeawe/ the Jeſuit to Þ.;tes in the 
lime ver, though in the following month. And as thts was an unqueſtionable Copy 
t>; 047 piefeur Confpirators to write after; ſo we may eaſtly inform our {!fes from 

hetce 
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hence, by virtue of what tyes thoſe found guilty of the late Plot dyed in the afſeve- 
ration of their Innocency z for if we do bur ſuppoſe rhem to have lived in, the practical 
belief of their own Religion, or that they were poſſeſſed with any hopes of attaining 
happineſs in the way of it, we muſt then perſivade our (clves, that they would not des 
part out of the world in the violation of an Oath which they had ſo ſolemnly raken, and 
which the principles of their Faith doth not only approve of, but makes the keeping of 
ir meritorious. As to other Oaths,they might be eafily diſpenſed with,both to make ard 
break them, but there was no ExpeCtation of any diſpenſation for, or abſolution upon 
the violation of this Oath. For can it be ſo much as once apprehended, that after they 
have brought perſons under a bond which they eſteem ſo ſacred and unviolable, they 
ſhould then indulge and allow them to tranſgreſs againſt an obligation ſo neceſſary to the 
compaſling of their ends, and in the punftual abſervation whereof they have ſtated (6 
much of their Religion and the future happineſs of their Proſelytes ? To aCt difſonantly 
to this Oath which ſo admirably framed and calculated for the good of Mother Church, 
and the grandeſs of the triple Crown, were a perjury not to be expiated; but to foj- 
ſvear themſelves in ſubſerviency to the gainful and Religious ends of this Oath, isar 
once not only venial, but worthy of Immortal Glory. I readily grant, that partly by 
the Antecedent Oath of Secrecy which they had ſo ceremonioully and augultly ca- 
ken, and partly by the circumſtances under which the papal cauſe and faCtion laboured 
when they came todye, they were brought into a ſtrait or d:/emma of perjuring them- 
ſelves on the one hand, or upon the other. But now, can we reaſonably think that they 
would perjure themſelves by detecting the Plot, when they knew that upon ſo do- 
ing, they were both by the principles of their Faith, and the Sentence of their 
Church, ro ſtand ad judged to Eternal Torment ? And ought we not rather to affure our 
ſelves, thar under the ſecurity which they hed of happineſs in the keeping inviolate 
their firſt Oath, they would in defiance of all Truth, atteſt God above, and call Men be- 
low to witneſs, they were alrogerher Innocent of what they were charged with. For 
againſt the dread and apprehenſion of all that this might render them obnoxious unto, 
they might ſecure themſelves by a diſpegſation beforehand to do it, or provide for 
their ſalyation by an Abfolution afterwards, or truſt to their Martyrdom in ſo holy a 
Cauſe for the expiation of ſo ſmall-a Crime, or at the worſt they could but expect that 
their puniſhment in Hell for ſo beneficial a perjury to the Church, ſhould be only for a 
ſcaſon ; and that the prayers of Catholicks, the ſuperlative prevalency of Maſſes,and the 
boundleſs and unqueſtionable Power of Chriſt's /icar, who hath both the Keys of Hea- 
venand Hell, would ſoon releaſe them thence, ard tranſlate them ro happineſs. 

' © 5- But that we may the better underſtand bow far Papiſts may lawfully not only 
endeavour by bare Afﬀirmations to impoſe falſhoods upon the world, but forſwear them- 
ſelves for the good of the Catholick Church, and the grandeur of the Papal Chair; we 
will briefly unfold and lay open how far they allow themſelves. and are juſtified by 
their Writers and Ghoſtly Fathers ro do fo, in ſubſerviency meerly to their own credit 
and reputation, or at moſt,in order only to their own perſonal ſafery. And without er- 
quiring, till afterwards, upon what maxims of Divinity, the Reman Caſuiſts indulge 
their Diſciples and Converts to do fo, we ſhall ar preſent produce an Inſtance or rwo, 
and thoſe very remarkable, by which it will appear, that this is allowed by the Gho 
Farhbers, and praCtiſed by the Members of the Papal Communion ; the firſt then ſhall be 
that which Robert Perkins gave an Information of upon Oath, and which Sir Robert At- 
kins . one of the Judges at Srafford Aﬀſizes 1679. took as followeth, 

This Informant ſaith, That about ſeven or eight years ſince Ar, Ar- This is ro be had 
thur Fox (then Serwart to the preſent Lord Aſton) came to him, and to dooanp the elf, 
another of his friends, and told them that there wasa Baſtard-child laid Mk pe bf. 
to his charge, ly one of bis Lerds Tenants Dangers, and dia acknowledge Crurt near the 
to them tht he did ſeveral times Lye with ker, aud that by the beſt com> Black, Bull in Oid 
prtation of time he could make , he had juſt grounds to believe ſve had B9- 
done him uo wrong an this her co:rge; and that he verily believed him- 
ſelf to be the Father of the Child, and therefore came to them as his particular friends, fer 
their Advice in thc Caſe, byw to prevent the noiſe and ſcauaal, and great charge that was hike 
to enſue herexpon, and deſired them to treat with the Tong Womans Father and Mother 
about it, ana tooffer them a certain ſum of money to free him from all ſyture charge from,or by 
reaſon of this bufineſs, In purſuance of this requeſt this Informaut and his friend addreſſed 
themſelves to the Toung Woman, and to her Father and Mother, The Toxng Woman with the 
greateſt Aſſceveratious and Proteſt ations did affirm, that ſhe had never Layn with any. man 
whatever, but the ſaid Mr. Fox, and that be was the real Father of the Child, Then rhe 
eame tv a Treat) with her Fath:i avont aſcertaining the Coarge, ard agreed that Ar, Fox 
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ſronld pay thirty potnds, to be for ever diſcharged from the ſaid Child ; part of which ſum 
was accordingly paid. When they returned ro Mr, Fox, and had acquainted hivs with what 
agreement they had made for hin wit') the Father and Mother of the Young Woman, he 
ſeemed exceeding well- ſatisfied therewith, and retrrned them mary thanks, owning himſelf 
very much oblig:4 to them both, for their great care and pains in tranſatting this Aﬀair ſor 
him, and bringing it to an Iſſue ſo much to his content. 

Mr, kvers the Prieſt belonging to the Lord Aſtons houſe, was abroad whilſt this buſineſs 
was in agitation, bt returning in ſew days before all the ſaid thirty pound was paid , was it- 
formed by Mr. Fox himſelf what agreement was made for him by this Informant, and his 
Friend as aforiſaid. Mr. Evers having thus underſtood the whole caſe told My. Fox that 
what he had done was not ſufficient to take off the ſeanda! from their Church,for to his know- 
ledge this ſtory was mnch talkt of abroad, and that with wery ſevere refl:ttions upon the 
Roman Catholicks in general ; and therefore as his Ghoſtly Father, he would adviſe him what 
was to be done in order to the taking off ſo great a ſcandal from their Church, and added that 
he had conſulted Mr. Peters another Prieſt, about it, and that they were come to a reſolve 
what method ſhould be uſed, and therefore required him to prepare himſelf for Confeſſion. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Fox came to Confeſſion tothe ſaid Mr. Evers, and owned the whole matter as 
aforeſaid ; then Ar, Evers told him again, he continuing upon his knees, that the ſcandal 
which was hereby bronght to their Church, was very great, and therefore for the taking it off, 
and preventing further ſcandal for the ſuture to their Church, to my Lord Aſton,or to himſelf; 
Mr, Peters and he kad agreed npon this conrſe ; VIZ. that he ſhould go immeaiately to his 
Lord Afton, and on his knees before his Lord and Lady,with ſolemn Oaths and Aſſeverations 
d:ny that ever he had any thing to do with the ſaid Toung Woman in that nature, and that 
he was altoget her innocent of the Crime laid to his charge z and that after this he ſhould go 
np to the Chappel where the Congregation was met and there in like manner deny it with the 
like Aſſeverations, and tn confirm them in the belief of it, he ſhould then before them receive 
the Sacrament When /Ar, Evers had finiſhed theſe Inſtruttions, he gave him Abſclution before 
ke roſe from his knees, telling him, That if he obſerved theſe Inſtrufttions , he was abſolved 
from the ſaid Crime, and therefore innocent of it altogether, and might ſo declare himſelf as 
aforeſaid. All which InſtruCtions in every particular the ſaid Mr. Fox punCtually ob- 
ſerved His fri-nd aforeſaid being in the Chappel when he diſowned the Fact with ſolemn 
Oaths, and received the Sacrament upon it, Here we have not only an inſtance what 
little credit is to be given to the Qaths and Afſeverations of Papiſts, but how they pro- 
{titute what themſelves account molt ſacred, namely Confefſion, Abfolution, and the Sa- 
crament of the Exchariſt to their baſe and ſecular ends. And if the preſerving the Re- 
puration of one Fellow, or the avoiding the Cenfures which might be reflected upon 
the Papal Religion, becauſe of fin of one of the Members of their Communion, which 
the DoCtrine of their Church pronounceth at worſt ro be but venial, could be eſteemed 
motives and inducements weighty enough, and ſufficienr, for the Authorizing of Per- 
Jury, and the prophaning the Inſtitutions of their Religion; can we then judge ir ſtrange, 
or ought we toentertain it with any ſurpriſe, that for rhe ſaving not only the honour of 
their Church, bur the Eſtates and Lives of ſo many of their FaCtion in Englaxd, from the 
Juſt Imputations and deſerved Puniſhments, which ſo horrid a Treaſon as that now 
charged upon them, muit both render their Religion and Parry obnoxious unto, they 
{ſhould nor only allow, bur oblige their Voraries, to uſe the like Imprecations and Oaths 
rowards the wheedling the unthinking and credulous fort of Proteſtants into a belief of 
their Innocency. 

The ſecond Inſtance I ſhall give of the Freedom they afſume unto themſelves of abu- 
ſicg, the Faith of Mankind by Oaths, and how far they are from reckoning it any crime 
to for{wear themſelves for the advantage of the Catholick Cauſe, ſhall be that of a 
Souldier lately admitted into one of the Companies of the King's Guards under the 
Command of a Captain, who is well known to be an abhorrer of ſuch practice, This 
Fellow having taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, the only Legal Teſt 
whereby the Government hath provided for the diſtinguiſhing betwixt Proteſtants and 
Papiſts among perſons of that degree and Employ, was nevertheleſs ſuſpected by ſome 
af his Companions, who knew what Religion he had been of before, to be ſtill a Papilt, 
and that he had only ſwallowed thoſeOaths tor ends which he was willing to conceal, but 
which according ro the Romiſh Religion, might ſanctifie a prophanation of the name of 
God. Accordingly having reſolved for their own fatisfaCtion, and their better inſtru- 
Ction what that vile Religion countenanceth men in, ro have a watchful and obſervans 
Eye over him, they were ſo fortunate as the Jailt Febrzary, to trace him to the Portog at 
Ambaſiadors, where they ſaw him not only preſent at Mats, but kneel at the Elevation 

of the Hoſt. Which from the Regard which they bezr ro His Majeſties Honour, did fo 
inflame their Zez!, that they immecljately ſeized him after he was come out of the 
Chappel; 
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Chapel ; and having carried him whither they thought fir, they firſt ſtript him to the 
middle, and then poured a Pale of Water leifurely down his body, as a teſtimony of 
their Reſentment, and as a kind of Military correction, To this I might ſubjoyn the 
known Story of one fohn Cammin, who having ſwallowed the Oaths of Allegiance and 
Supremacy, in order to his being Liſted alſo in His Majeſties Cuards, was lately ſeized 
upon Duty in the Tower, and Committed to New Priſon, rot only as a Papiſt, but as a 
Prieſt; and though there was not Legal Evidence to Evince the laſt, yer the firſt is in- 
dubitable. However, we ſee that the Papiſts can forſwear 2s well as diſſemble their 
Religion, when it is ſv much for the Intereſt of the Catholick Cauſe,as the winling them- 
(elves into the Guards,muſt needs be efteemed. And aswe have reaſon ro believe this not 
the only perſon who hath had a Diſpenſation to take the aforeſaid Oaths, in order to 
the furthering the holy Defigns of the Infallible Chair ; ſo no man can be ſo ignoranr, 2s 
not to underitan4 that through their being Liſte under His Majeſties Enſigns, they are 
ready for the Subverſion of our Religion, 2nd the Deſtruftion of our Lives,whenſoever 
they hear of the King's Death ſhall come, which they have ſo long waited for, and uſed 
{o many waies to haſten, And beſides, this Juſtifies the Jealouſies of thoſe Noble and 
Renowned Peers, who 1n their Addreſs to His Majeſty fanuary the rwenty fiſth laſt , 
told him that they had reaſon to fear and apprehend that neither Lords ner Commons 
will be in Safcty at Oxford, but will be daily expoſed to the Sword: ef the Pap:ſts and their 
Adberents, of whom too many, is to be feared, are crept into his Guards, 

$ 6, And whereas ſome may poſlibly imagine, that though men may be influenced 
to perjure themſelves, while in a probability to live and enjoy not only the beneficial 
fruits of their perjuries, but may be reatiy co delude themſelves with hopes of repent- 
ing of their Villanies afterwards, if they ſhall at any time arrive at ſuch a perſuaſion of 
mind, as to think it recefſary; we ſhall therefore in the rext place give an account of 
ſome condemned for crimes, leſs dangerous to the Papal Cauſe, ſhould they be ac- 
knowledged, than Treaſons againſt the King and Government are likely to prove, who 
yer truſting to the bleſſed proviſions of their Religion, and in an Implicit Obedience to 
their Ghoſtly Fathers, have ventured the going boldly off the Stage, affirming and 
ſwearing their Innocence, when they knew their own guilt. The Relations were ſent to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Eſſex, in a Letter from D«blin bearing Date the fifth 
of March, 1679. and Printed at London for Langley Cartis, 1679. The firſt contains an 
account of one fohn Curphy, a Papiſt, who at Lent Aſſizes ſeven years Lefore, was tryed 
before Baron Hene (then His Majeſties Serjant ) for Burglary committed in the Connty of 
Monaghan, and being found guilty, was condemned to dye, And that the faid Curphy de- 
nyed the fatt with great confidence and aſſeverations of hrs [nnocency at the Gallows, and was 
turned off the Ladder perſiſt ing in his denials, but that the Rope breaking by charce after he 
had hung ſome little ſpace,and he coming again to himſelf,thankedGod who had given him time 
ro declare the Truth, and not go out of the world with a lys in his month, ana then confeſſed 
himſelf gnilty of :9e fait for which he war condemied. Adding that a Prieſt had given him 
Abſolution, npon condition not to difeover any thing, nor to declare his accomplices; and that 
he needed not dowbrt of his ſalvation, the fatt net having been cemmitt-d againFt God's people, 
meaning as he ſuppoſedthe Pap:ſts. So that 30 doubt had but the Rope been ſtrong 
enough, he has in the eſteem of our Papal Notaries and Agents, died as Innocent of the 
Burglary for which he was condemned, as the late Confpirators did of rhe Plot againſt 
His Majeſties perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and the Governmeat Eſtabliſhed by Law. 
But there fall out ſometimes unhappy accidents, that no humare wiſdom could foreſee, 
which contribute to the unfolding and dereCting the tricks and villanies of theſe vile 
men the Prieſts,---who have proſtirure all that is Religious and Sacred,toa ſubſerviency 
ro worldly ends and deſigns. Yet it were unreaſonable that we ſhould in the face and 
defiance of all Evidence demoniſtrative of the guilt of perſons, {i Fer 'our ſelves to be 
impoſed upon to 2 belief of their Innocency, unleſs convinced of their criminalnefs by 
the interpoſure of a thing ſy wonted and fortuirous, For though it was the lor of this 
Curp2y to be made participant of a providence ſu merciful to himſelf, and fo inſtraftive 
to us of the baſe anti wicked Arciftices of the Papal Clergy, and with what obduracy and 
implicitneſs the Laity reſign themſelves co their helliſh and imperious diCtates ; yet we 
muſt not expect that every maletactor amongſt them, who upon the Authority of their 
Ghoſtly Fathers, and ſecurity of Abſolution, ventures dying with his mouth full of falſ- 
hoods and blaſphemous Execretions, ſhould be reprieved by fo unuſual a merhod, or 
thereupon awakened to an acknowledgment of their guilr, 4nd for this ore perten, that 
hath been truſted with ſuch an opportunity of confefting, how many may we. conceive 
ro have ended their Lives in a guiity filerce. And of this we have rwo Inftances-af- 
forded us in the aforeſaid Letter ro the ſame Honewrable Peer, whereot ore is, that 
there being a ſpecial Commiſſion dive! ed to Mr, 7uftice Johnſon, tv try ſeveral Maleſaors 
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fer Murders and Robberies, committed in the County of Canan z tzere were thereupon two of 
ce Duffies, and one of the Plunkets, a! Iriſh Papiſts, indifted: The Duffies confeſt thas 
they were guilty of the crimes laid to th:ir Charge, and gave the ſame Evidence againſt Plun- 
ket, »pon which and other moſt undeniable circumſtances, he was condemned, having alſo at 
his ſirft appreheiſie2 owned to Sir John Edgworth, that he was guilty: Brt yet when he 
came 1oſuffer for the faft, he died abſolutely denying it, and tar with carſes upon himſelf , 
and rennnciation of Salvation, if he were not innecent, 

We may be ſure by whoſe Influence, and upon what Inducements, and in the Confh- 
dence of what ſecurity he did ir, in that one Brady a Prieſt had accoſted the Drffies in 
Priſon, who were alſo condemned for the ſame fact, uſing arguments to induce them to 
recant their Evilence, and renounce their Teſtimony againſt Planker, And though his 
Importunities and Ghoſtly Authority was unſucceſsfu} upon them, the one of them that 
ſuftered, (the other being reprieved) perſevering in his accuſation of Plznker, and in the 
confeſſing, that himſelf was guilty of the crime for which he was condemned, yer we 
may be juſtly confident,that his applications prevailed withPzker,and that through Bra- 
dys perſuaſions, he dyed obſtinate in the denial of what was not only proved againſt 
him, but what himſelf had before acknowledged. The other inſtance mentioned in the 
ſame Letter, is a Narrative, how that one Netle O Neile an Iriſh Papiſt, being tryed 
before Sir Richard Reynell one of the Judges of the Kings-Bench in rhat Kingdom, wpon 4 
Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer,for a murthercommitted at Rathrum n th: County of Wick- 
low , an1 the fact clearly proved upon him, for which he was accordingly condemned ; 
did nevertheleſs, notwithitanding the fullneſs of the Evidence againſt him, and that he 
himſelf had both in Prifon,and at his Tryal,owned the fat to ſeveral perfons,at the Gal- 
lows utterly deny It. 

& 7. But that ir may more evidently appear, that there is nothing in the Exit an 
manner of the late Traitors taking their farewell of the world, that ſhould ſurpriſe any 
crue Engliſh man, or thinking Proteſtant, we ſhall endeavour to give an original 
Copy of it in the Practices of others, who ſuffered for the like crimes in a former 
Reign. And we will at preſent take it upon the acknowiedgements of our adverſaries, 
that there was ſuch a Conſpiracy as the Gunpowder-Plot. Though by the way it may 
be obſerved as an argument of whar ſincericy the Romiſp Party is of, and how that all 
they ſay or print, is only accommodated to the poſture of times and ſeaſons,and calcu- 
laced in ſubſerviency to depending Deſigns, in that many of the Papal Communion have 
had the Confidence to vbrrude upon the World oftner than once, that the Gunpowder 
Conſpiracy was only a State Trick and Contrivance, to make them ſeem guilty and cri=- 
minal, who were truly innocent, 

Bur beſides that none of all thoſe who were then convicted and executed for ir, did ſo 
much as ever pretend, that they were wheedled into it by the cunning and dexterity of 
a publick and Proteſtant State-Miniſter; ſo ir mutt be acknowledged, that they were 
well diſpoſed and prepared by vertue of FRour2// Principles , and throughly inclined of 
themſelves to the committing of Treaſon, otherwiſe they had never entertained nor 
complyed with ſo horrid an overture, as the deſtroying at once, the King, Parliament, 
ond Kingdom, But that which I ſhall infiſt upon, is the denial of their Guile upon 
rheir Examinations, and rhe falſhood of their alleverations at their very death , though 
there was unqueſtionable Evidence both of the Treaſon, and how far the whole 
P.ipal Party was intereited in it, not only by rhe ſeiſure of ſome of them, when ready 
ro accompliſh the execrable villany, and by the inſurrection of others in Arms, rv have 
kay 11s themſelves from the Law, and commence{ a Rebellion, but by the diſcove- 
tics which had been made from their own fcanty and partial Confeſſions upon Examina- 
tion, and by the freer diſcourſes which they were overheard to uſe one to another in 
Priſon, when they little, apprehended thar there were any near to obſerve what they 
ſaid, And | tall the rather inſiſt upon this, becauſe they who have been condemned 
for rhe late Pl, and ſuch who have un:lertaken the juſtification of their Innocency, are 

pleaſed to tell us, That rhoſe execured for the Powder-Treaſon did con- 

Sce the new Plot feſs therr fath at the time of their execation, whereas they that have been 
p. 74 and the 2 N : q N es oe k | F 

Compendium p. 75, *X&cmre for t e preſent Conſpiracy, ave at their aeaths aenied the fact, 

and reſiſted all temptations of Pardon andReward Nay the lateLordStaf- 

ford was pleafed ro aliedge at hisTrial,that as it was fo horrid a thing, 

_E LL: Coke that it cannot be expreſſed or excuſed : So he had been told,that all who 

Stafford, pag. 53. We engaged in that wicked fatt, were heartily ſorry for it, and repein- 

P. 200. ed of it before they dyed; and that ve never heard any of the Charch of 

Rome ſpeak a good word of it, and that the men concerned 1m it, did all 

acknowledge and confeſs it, and begged pardon of the King, and God, and all good men for it, 

and that therefore he thonght it was net the intereſt of Religion, bur a private Intereſt prt 


them 
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them pon it, In which words there ate no fewer than four egregious Falſhoods, which 
whether they be excuſed upon the account of the ſmallneſs of his Converſe with mer 
and Books, or upon the ſcore of the weakneſs of his aged memory ; or whether they 
be not chargeable upon the badneſs of his Conſcience intoxicated by ill Principles, [ 
leave the Reader to judge and determine. The firſt is, That he never heard any of the 
Chmrch of Rome ſp:ak, a good word of it, Whereas Widdrington aſſures us, that Garner 
had his Pifture ſoon after his Execution, ſet up in the Jeſuirs Colledge at Rome, with 
this Inſcription over it, Vern Chriſti Martyr, And if this be not enough to convince 
after ages, what Opinion the Jeſuires have, and ſtill maintain of that Plot, we will far- 
ther add, that both K:badewira hath reckoned Garnet, Southwell, and | 
Oldcern, all Gun Powder Traitors, among the Martyrs of the Society - .Caralog, _ 
of Jeſus. And Alegambe hath likewiſe inferred Garnet's and Olacorn's et. fel. Þ. __ 
names amongſt the Martyrs of the Catholick Church; and that Order. inBibliorh.ſcripe, 
Yea not only Father Parſons, ReCtor of the Engliſh Colledge at Rome, focicr. Jeſu. 
ſpeaking of Father Garner, ſaies, He was an innocent mani, and ſuffered In his book a- 
unjuſtly, and that he.lived a Sdint's life, and accompliſhed the ſame with g2ainit the Oath of 
a happy death, But the Pope himſelf preferred Greenwell and Gerrard, ngrnce » Cal. 
two of the Confpirators that eſcaped, the one to be a Confefſor in St. che gr CCA 
* Peters in Kome, and the other to be his Penitentiary, Now whe- 22, 23. , 
ther theſe were Teſtimonies of a dereſtarion of the Plot, or Evidences * Idem Apology. 
of the approbation, which nothing bur irs miſcarriage, Prevented their P- I5t. 
declaring more publickly, I leave all mankind to judge. The ſecond is, 

That he hath been told, that all who were engaged in that wicked ati, were heartily ſorry for 
it, and repented of it beforethey died, Whereas Thuanus tells us, that ſome __ 

of the Traitors having eſcaped to Calice, and berng pittied, and aſſured by Hiſt. An. 160F- 
the Governonr, of the French K imy's favour, and that though they had leſt their own Country, 
they might be received there; how that one of them th2reupon replyed,chat the liſs of theirCoun« 
trey was the leaſt part of their grief,but that which ſenſibly afflifted them, was that they could 
net accompliſh ſo brave and generous a deſign, Nay,Sir Everard Diygby,even 

when a Priſoner in the Tower for the Plor,ſtiles it,in one of bis Papers By + 
ſince come to light,a good Caxſe,and thar if it had ſucceeded, there would wt 

not have been three worth the ſaving, that ſnould have been loſt, and that he had ſome ſriends 
who would have been in danger, but that he had prevented it. The third is, That he thong ht it 
was not the Intereſt of Religion,but a private intereſt put them upon it Whereas not onlyFaux 
declared, that he was moved into it only for the ſake of Relig:on and Conſcience, becanſe he 
thought th: King not to be his lawful Soveraign, ſeeing be was an Hereti h. 

But Sir Everard Digby profeſſed upon bus Tryal, that it was not ambi- S<erhe Fare 
rion, nor diſcontent with bis Eſtate, nor malice to any in Parliament , ny ; 
but z.eal for his Religion, and the h:pes of reſtoring it in England. The 

fourth and principal ching wherein my Lord Srafford did either miſtake himſelf, or great- 
ly prevaricate, was in theſe words, That the men concerned in th: Powder-Plot, did all ac- 
knowledge and confeſs it, and begged Pardon of the King , and God, and all good men 
for it. Nor ſhall I here inſiſt upon this, that [ do nor tee how it was peflible for my 

Lord Stafford to be aſſured, chat all the Perſons who were in it, were known and found 
out, or that he could ever throughly underſtand, whether even thoſe that confeſſed af- 
ter their apprehenſhon, did not conceal much more than they diſcovered. But I ſhall 
confine my ſelf tro two things, whereof the firſt is this, that the conſpirators, when un- 
der Examination, did with Oaths and Aſſeverations deny what themſelves had full knows 
ledge of, and whereof the State had ſufficient Evidence: For Garnet having by the 
prererded favour of his Keeper, an opportunity allowed him to diſcourſe with Hall, and 
being the next day charged by ſeveral Lords of the Privy. Council, with 
divers things which had paſſed betwixt them two, in that conſerence, ht dart» 19 
not only denied the whole upon his Soul, and the word of a Prieſt; but with Toit 
ſo many repeated Proteſtations, and terrible Execrations, that my Lord 
of Salisbury who was then preſent, ſaid, ut wounded all their Loraſhips hearts to hear him, 
And yer, when confronted by Mr. Faſer, who was both a learned perſon, and a Juſtice 
of Peace, and by Mr. Lockerſon one likewiſe of known Reputation, who had overbeard 
all they ſaid, having conveniently placed themſelves before band to that purpoſe, and 
withal underſtanding that Hall had confelſed what they had difcourſed, / 
he then acknowledged what with ſo many affeverations he Ibid- 
had immediately before denied , and begged mercy of the Lords, ſaying, 
be bad offended if Equivecation di4 not heip him, And that we may not ayp,i Antilo- 
'hink Equivocations and Perjurics FEY to the Jeſuits, we haye gia p. 110. 

an 
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an Example of the like carriage in Sir Evererd Digby, who being upon his firſt appre- 
henſion examined, did with moſt ſolemn Proteſtations, and all kind of Execrations, dey 
his being privy to the Powder-Plot ; and yet being afterwards confronted. by the Teitimo- 
ny of Faux, who had confefled. that being at Sir Everards houſe in the'/Country, ſome 
months before the intended Seffion of Parliament, that Sir Everard having taken him 
alide, told him he was afraid the Powder in the Cellar was grown dank, and that ſome new 
mult be provi ded, leſt that ſhonld not take fire; he did thereupon not only ackyowleage it, NOt= 
v5 hſtanding all his former Execrations to the contrary, but when he came to be inditted, he 
canſifſed it pon his Arraignment. Whence we evidently ſee, that they not only with 
horrid Oaths an aſtoniſhing Afſeverations,deoied what they knew chemſclves guilty of; 
Lut that the Confefſhons they made did not proceed from any tendernets of Conſcience, 
or remorſe for what they had been engaged in, bur were extorted from them by the 
uncon:truliableneſs of the Evidence, and by improvirg the contethions of ſome of them- 
{elves to oblige others to an acknowledgement, | 

he ſecond thing I'would have obſerved in the Gun-powder Conſpirators, 1s that fe- 
yeral of them went out of the world in the ſame manner that our Jate Trairors did, de- 
nying divers things to their laſt, which they knew themſelves to be 
guilty of.And of this to avoid prolixity, 1 ſhall give but two Inftances; 
one whereof ſhall be that of Francs Treſkam Eſq; who not only gave it 
under his hand,but took it upon hisSoul,and as he hoped for Salvation,within 
three honrs before his Death,that he had not ſceuGarnet the Provincial of the feſuits in ſixteen 
rears before ; and yet Garnet himſelf afterwards declared that they had enjoyed frequent con- 
wer ſation with each other within leſs than the ſpace of three years; and that he ſuppoſed Mr, 
Treſham meaut to equrvocate in denying it. Where was now the ſenſe of the Omniſcien- 
cy of God? or the dread of che future Tribunal? which the Advocares, for the late Trai- 
ors derive their Toprcks to periuade the world of their Innocency from. Alas ! the re- 
putation and Intereſt of the Catholick Cauſe, and the Confidence they repoſed in Equt- 

vocations, Ditpenfations and Abſolutions, had ſtifled all ſuch Impreſſions, 
The other Inſtance ſhall be Sir Everard Digby, who not only endeavour- 
STC his Papers ed to clear ail the Feſurts from bring any waies concerned in that Treaſonable 


pubitſhed in the p14 bay plo; ntari 's Salvation and Happineſs npon it 
C3 af os fon - gloried im the venturing hi pp if p ; 


Sce the proceed- 
InNg5 apainſt the 
T rauors. 


Editions of the I -ereas they themſelves, to the eternal reproach of that poor Gentleman's 
procecdings a» memory, eonfeſt and acknowledged it, And as if this had not been enough 
£ainft rhe Lrat- to witneſs his own infincerity, and to inſtruct tuture Generations what 


little Faith is to be given to Papiſts,cither living or dying ; he with the 

{ume Impudence, and to his very laſt denied that ever Father Wally (i.e. 

Garnet) had been at Coughton with him, or that he knew Darcy to be 

the ſme with Garner, or underſtood that be was a Prieſk, Whereas it 

oppearcd that he was not only very well acquainted with him, but even 

Garnet himſelf confeſſed that he had been at his houſe. Let our many 

210g Orators for the late Traitors,continue now to argue from the Confeſſions of the 

u-power Confbirators, that they acknowledging their guilt, while the others dyed 

in tte denyal ofihoire ; as thoſe were criminal, ſo theſe muſt be innocent: Whereas we 

cannot delire a more convincing proof, how little the Oaths and Afſeverations of Pa- 

pilts in the very circumſtances of dying are to be depended upon, than the afſurance 

which we have from Authentick Records of the behaviour of thoſe engaged in the Gun- 

powder Plot, whom we have mentioned. And that no danger which might arife to par- 

ticular Romanilts, may be conceived to have diſcouraged our late Confpirators, I ſhall 

PREG OW} Y ſubjoyn the caſe which Caresby propounded, namely, Whether for the 

'mos avainſe the Promotion of th: Catholick Cauſe againſt Hereticks (the neceſſity of time 

T'raitcre. and occaſion ſo requiring) it were lawful among many nocents totake away 

TE 2. ſome annocents? To which Father Garner with the greateſt ſeriouſheſs 

NT ont Sowg and utmoſt fixedneſs of Judgment anſwered, That if the advantage to 

ng ' oroved of 128 Catholick Party, were greater by taking away ſom? Innocents together 

by the holy See. With many Nocents, then doubtleſs it was lawſal to kill and deſtroy them 

all: $9 that if we do'but apprehend, that they were pofleſied with the 

leaſt probability of prevailing in the iſſue, the lives of multitudes of their own faCtion, 

thar woull have been laſt in the Interim, were to be elteemed a imall price, for ſo great 

a commodity , as the re-cltablithing Popery in Eng/and, rhewrooting out the Proteſtant 
Religion, and deſtroying of Hereticks. 

C8. Bur to make anearer approach to the preſent Plot, can there be a greater Evi- 
dence of the Papiſts readineſs ry forſwear their own guilt, rhan the many Examples of 
hiring and ſuborning perſons to perJure themſelves, ro make the Innocent Criminal. A 
deſign more horrid in it{elf,and more deſtruchve ro Government,ard the ſatety of Man- 


kind 
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kind, than for one that is guilty to proteſt his Innocency with the higheſt Execrationg: 
For by the Arraignment of one innocent perſon upon a countenanced ſubornation, a ll 
who deſerve the ſame character are virtually indicted, and the whole Law becomes Per- 
verted from its true end,which is to juſtifie the guilrleſs, and is turned into an Engine to 
condemn the Innocent. And it will prove-of ſuch faral conſequence, ſhould it be conni= 
ved at, or allowed, that all the ligaments of ſociety will become diſſolved, and all obli- 
gations not only between man and man, but berwixt Rulers and People finally cancel= 
led, For who can be ſo innocent, that it 1s not in the power of a ſuborned Villain to 
lander ; or ſo Loyal,whom on the encouragement of 4 Reward, and at the ſuggeſtion of 
a promprer, he will not brand for a Traitor. And we may be fare thar they who are 
{0 void of all Conſcience, as to undertake fo horrid an Employment, will be furniſked 
with Impudence to ſwear any Charge that their Maſters dictate and preſcribe unto them, 
And whar a damnable Religion muſt that be, thar ar once infpires them to ſeek the de- 
{tru&ion of Proteſtants, and juſtihes them in all kind of ſubornations and falſhoods for the 
:ccompliſhing of it. Now betides many Inſtances not yer come to light of this erea- 
cherous and Komrſh Practice, we have ſeveral accounts of their endeavours of this 
kind, which deſerve our obſervation and remark, The frft is that of Werrermilei an 
iriſh Papiſt, his attempring to corrupt Mr, Willam Brooks, one of the Aldermen of Dwb- 
/i», and Captain Bery, to {wear what thoul\ be preſcribed unto ther, for 

the fixing of ſcandalous Crimes on Dr. Oats, and Mr. Bedloe, and charg- ge. cher re 
ing the Plot on Difſenting Proteſtants, The next is, Readi.gs Attempt nolicion.” wy 
upon Mr. Bedloe,to have obtained of him the renouncing all the material 

part of his Depoſitions againſt the Lords in the Tower, for which he pro- See Reading's 
miſed him in Money and Eſtate a great Reward. The third is Mr. Price's er = 

and Mr. Tasbrowgh's labouring ro perſuade Mr. Dagdale to recant what ſo- Page arg 
&ver he had ſaid concerning the Plot, and to call the Almighty God to wir- & 
neſs that no motive had inauced him to retratt the Teſtimenies he had given, but remorſe of 
Conſcience ſor the Miſchicfs which he bad done, though they were in the mean time to give 
him a great ſam of money in hand, beſides a further Reward which they affured kim 
of afterwards. The foxrrh is their fuborning Thomas Knox, and 7ohn 

Lane to ſwear ſuch Crimes againſt Dr. Oats, as they ſuppoſed would not SecerheTryal of 
only weaken theCredit of all hisEviderc-,burt bring him under a ſentence ry Sono 
of Death, and ſo rob the Nation of the moſt conſiderable Witneſs in re- ries 0 ouaks 
ference to the Plor. A jj: is Longmores and Draxtons endeavouring to tive, 

bribe Simon Wright, to declare upon Oath, that Mr, Dagdale had promi- 

ſed to protect him, and give him money as ore of the King's Evidence,if _ wy Lond 
he would ſwear againſt Sir Zaz#:s Symons, and Mr, Gerrard. The laſt b. Fs "I 
which I ſhall mention, is their Employing Mr. Dangerfield to charge a See Coll. Manſ* 
Plot on the Presbyterians, wherein they intended to involve moſt of thoſe freld's Narra- 
that appeared active and zealous for the Proteſtant Religion,and Engliſh Ss; EE: 
Liberty. And to conclude Inſtances of this nature at preſent, I ſhall only Narcks i 
add two Depoſitions, which may ſerve to inſtruct us that they ſtill per- 

ſevere in the Practice of the ſame Villany. The Tenor of the firſt is as followeth, 


The Examination of Edward Howcotrt of the City of Lichfield, raken at ; 
the ſaid City,the firſt day of Jan, 168% before me Francis Bayly, one of of era of 
His Majeſt ie s fuſtices ofthe Peace for th County of the ſaid City. gia 


Tae ſaid Examinant upon his Oath ſaith, That Joſeph Salt of Utoxeter Feltmaher,about 
the month of June laſt, told this Deponent that one John Murrall a Barber iy Rugby, in the 
County of Stattord, wonld have had the ſaid Joſeph Salt ro have gone with k;m ro London, 
and be a witneſs againſt Mr, Stephen Dugdale, one of the King's Evidence in rhe late Hoy- 
rid Plot, the ſaid Murrall pretending as the ſaid Salt told rhis Deponent, that he knew as 
much of the Plot as Mr. Dugdale did ; and if he would but teſtifie three or foxr words which 
Murrall would dirett him to ſwear againſt Mr. Dugdale, be. ſhould live better than ever he 
aid in his life, telling the ſaid Salt, that ke now lived meanty, bat if he world do what he d:- 
fired him, be ſhould never want whilſe he lived ; for in this funttnre of time rhe Oath of a 
Proteſtant would be better accepted than twemy Oaths of a Papiſt. And ſurther this Depo- 
nent ſaith, That the ſaid Murrall had ſworn him never to confeſs what he ſaid to him, and 
threfore Salt ſaid, He would be hanged, and arawn, and quartered, before he would diſcover 
the ſaying of Murrall.. And this is nor only ſworn by Edward Howcetr, but by his Wiſe 
Mary Howcott, and by ore Edward Blakeſly, who were all preſent when Salt declared 
and acknowledged as is above depoſed. The ſecond Information declararive alſo of the 
';ke Practices, Is that of Themas Lander of Shmborroy in the County of Stafford, as it 
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was taken npon Oath the 2.4 of Decemb. 1683. before Edmund Warcupp Eſq; one of His 
pb rs {fices of the Peace for the County of Middleſex , &c. 

This Informant ſaith, that having been employed as a workman ſeveral times at the houſe 
of my Lord Aſton, at Tixall is the Connty aforeſaid, he was ſolicired by Mr. Francis Hind 
Steward to the Lord Aſton, to become a Witneſs againſt Stephen Dugdale, any way to in- 
validate or take off his Evidence in relation to the Popiſh Plot, and he ſerved this Inform- 
ant with a Supena to come wp to London for that purpoſe , at the late intended Tryal of the 
late Lord Aſton in June laſt paſt. But before his coming up, the ſaid Hind, Francs 
Aſton,Son to the Lord Aſton, Thomas Sawyer ſervant to the ſaid Lord Afton,ſent for this 
Informant into a private room in the ſaid Lord 4ſton's houſe, and there told him, Thar 
if he would ſwear ſuch things as ſhould be dittated to him vy the Perſons aforeſaid, to inval:- 
date or taks away the Evidence of the ſaid Mr, Dugdale, he ſhould have ſuch reward, as 
ſhould be to his own content, and not want for Money or houſe, as might become a man of bet- 
ter quality than himſelf. Can any man now have borror enough for that Religion, which 
doth at once both authoriſe and ſanCtify ſuch ſubornations and treacheries ; or can we 
without abandoning our reaſon, but believe, that they who labour to ſuborn, bribe, and 
perſuade others to ſwear falſly for the ſafety, of Perſons to whom they have no relation, 
and the hopes of ſome ſmall rewards which they propoſe unto them ; will be ready to 
perjure themſelves for their own fake, the advantage of their poſterity, and the inter- 
eſt of the Catholick cauſe, and whole Papal party. He that ſwears falſly, or labours to 
have another to do fo, for the taking away of his neighbours life, will not ſcruple to 
perjure himſelf, in order to avoid infamy upon his name, and to divert ruine from his 
own perſon and oftſpring: For however offenſive it be to God, to preſerve ones ſelf 
by unlawful means; it is both much more provoking to the Lord, and prejudicial to the 
World, firſt ro frame, and then ſupport a Plor, by Perjury, wherein ſo many thouſand 
innocent perſons mult have ſuffered, as in all probability would have done, in that which 
Mr. Dangerfield was ſuborned and imployed abour. 

$ 9. As all the Conſpirators have been ingaged in the ſame Treaſon, and influenced 
thereunto by the ſame Principles; So it is not unreaſonable ro conceive, that they 
ſhould be all inſtructed to act a like part in the denial of ir ; for they that could enter in- 
to ſo bluodya deſign, as to deſtroy their lawful King, ruine their native Country, and 
cut the throats of many of their Kindred,as well as of their friendly and innocent neigh- 
- bours . may very well be ſuppoſed to reckon themſelves diſcharged from all thoſe ties 
of Divine Laws and Obligations of Confcience, which ſhould reſtrain them from lying 
and Perjury : Bur the holy God who ſometimes leaves men to ſuch wickedneſs and ob- 
duracy, for ends a]waies righteous but often hidden, ſeldom fails to diſplay his Pawer 
and Wildom, in attording ſuch means and opportunities of deteCting their Villanies, as 
may be improved and managed to the preſerving the Peace, and ſecuring the ſafety of 
Nations and Societies, if Magiſtrates and People be not wanting to themſelves. And 
accordingly hath the allſeeing Majeſty over-ruled, and ſtrongly infatuated the minds of 
all che Traitors who have ſuttered for the late Plot, that though they have had the im- 
pudence to deny their guilt, yet they have left Evidences oft , either in their own 
Papers which have come to light, or in the very particulars which they have alledged 
for ihe aflerting of their Innocency. 

For to begin with Coleman, it is to be rationally believed,that having eſtabliſhed a cor- 

reſpondence with the French King's Copſeſſor, in order to ſo mighty a 
S:e Coleman's work as the ys of three K ingaoms, and the utter ſubduing f a pe- 
"nor rs "__ ſtilem Hereſie, which had domineered over a great part of this Northern 
MEIN %« World a long time; ſhould immediately give over all forreign Corre- 
by Sir G-o. T-ety. ſpondence ubſervient to ſo bleſſed a work, after the writing of thoſe 
Letters 1675. Alas! it was enough that he diſcovered what he knew 
his own hand atteſted by his Servants, would betray and deteCt him in; but rhis man 
of fo ſeigned Candor and Ingenuity, thought it meritorious as well as lawful to den 
whatſoever he ſaw could not be proved againſt him by his own Papers. And had not 
his former Letters been taken, te would have denied all kind of Correſpondence with 
the Confeſlor, as well, and with much more probability , than that any ſuch com- 
munication was afterwards maintained betwixt them, Nor Secondly would the Conſult 
April 24.1678, have ever been acknowledged, but that it was men- 
Sze the Tryal of tioned in a Letter written by one Petersa Jeſuite to one Toxſtal of the 
the five Jeſuits. ſame Society, to meet at the ſaid Conſuir, which Letter was taken 
among Harcourt's Papers, when his Chamber was ſearched: For had 
it not been for the finding of that Letrer, they would have confidently denied the whole 
thing ; and I am ſure with more reputation to their wiſdom, than by the endeavouring 
now to impoſe upon the World, chat the ſaid Conſult was only upon the ſcore of a tri- 
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vial Meeting. For had that been all the reaſon for their Aſſembly, what neceſſity 
was there for theſe words; Every one is alſo to be minded not to hajten to London lon# 
before the time appointed, nor to appear wich about the Town rill the Meeting be over, leſt 
occaſion ſhould be given to ſuſpett the deſign, Finally ſecrecy as to the time ana plac? is much 
recommended, to all thoſe that receive ſummons, as it will appear of its own nature necefſas y, 

The whole ſtrain of the Letter intimates, that there was more then to be tranſaCted, 
than it is for their Intereſt to have known. What leſs doth the Judication of ceſign, 
which was to be induſtriouſly concealed, and the giving an account thar the nature of 
the thing, which they were to meet about, required the utmoſt ſecrecy, impart and 
ſipnifie to all Impartial men than what Dr, Oats had declared to be the buſineſs of that 
Conſult, long before this Lerter was found, Thirdly, When ſome things which men bave 
sffirmed with the higheſt Aſſeverations,ſhall be found notoriouſly falſe,ir is a juſt ground 
of ſuſpeCting their Truth and Integrity in other things, though the Eviderce upon which 
we disbelieved them be nor ſo apparenc and paipable, Now, did not Gavan acquit all 
the Jeſuits ſave Mariana from allowing King- killing DoCtrine; and that in near as poſi- 
tive and emphatical, as thoſe wherein he expreſſed and declared his own Innocency with 
reference to the Plot, becauſe the Jeſuits (ſaith Gawan) are ſo falſly 
charged for holding King-killing Dottrine , I think it my duty to proteſt to mk Gauars 

, | x " . dSpecch before 
you with my laſt dying words, that neither [ in particular, nor the feſuits in 1. pxecuric., 
general, bold any ſuch Opinion, but utterly abhor and deteſt it, And [ as aſ= ar Tyburn, 
ſure you, that amongſt the vaſt number of Authors which among the feſuits 
have Printed Philoſophy, D: vinity Caſes, or Sermons, there is not one, to the beſt of my know- 
ledge , that allows of King-killing Dottrine, or holds this poſition, that it is lawful for a 
private perſon to kill a King, although a Heretick , althongh a Pagan, althorgha Tyrant 
there is not I ſay onefeſuit that holds this, except Mariana the Spaniſh Feſuir, and he defends 
it not abſolutely, but only problematically, for which his bock was called in, and tvat Opimicn 
expunged and cenſured. 

Ler us now joyn lfſue with Gavan on this point, and refer it to the Readers to judge 
of this Jeſuits ſincerity and truth in all the reſt that he ſaid, by his falſhood in this par- 
ticular, What! not one Jeſuit that allows the King- killing Doctrine ? ; 
when Father Campian tells us expreſly, That all the 7eſuits have entred wy Epiſe. as _ 
into a Covenant to deſtroy all Heretical Kings, by whatſoever waies and pay pag — 
means they are able beſt to effett t?What! not one Jeſuit but Marranathat * 
maintains this, and that his Book was called in upon that account, where- _ | 
as that Book of Mariana was never called in by the Authority of the ye {er . 
Church, And thar Santtanelis is known to have written a Book con- |/;.,.. Fla * I 
raining the ſame principles, which was therefore condemned to be burnt 7. 258. 
by the Parliament of Pa/is ? What! not one Jeſuit that holds ir lawful 
for a private perſon to kill a King, although a Heretick,although a Pagan, 
although a Tyrant ! whereas not only Szarcz aſſures us, That a King be- pr vey pn 
ing depoſed by the Papal Sentence, he may be ſlain by ary private perſon ; but ,; phors hog 5. 
Emanuelſa, Molina, and many others do affirm,that the Pope baving Excom- de Injtie. Tom. 4. 
municated and Depoſed a Prince, any one may thereupon kill him, and be the T. 3- &ſp. 6. 
Executioner of the Jon proneunced by the Univerſal and Infallible Fa- Fe . Retr 
ther. It were eafie to produce a large Catalogue of Jeſuits, who have 4, 0 "5 
all written. in Juſtification of the ſame Opinion, but that theſe are 
enough to demonſtrate how little credit is to be given to the Dying Speech of this an- 
dacious 2nd impudent Perſon, who having the confidence to tell the world, that if he 
ſhould ſay any thing falſly at that ſeaſon, he 114t expett nothing but eternal damnation,ſhould 
nevertheleſs endeavour to impoſe fo groſly upon the world, and that in a matter of fact 
which is ſo obvious and palpable, Nay, this very Gavey, who renounceth all King-kil- 
ling principles, did neveribeleſs tell Mrs. Skipwith that the Queen might | 
lawfully kill the King meerly for violating her Bed ; yea that ſhe was bound me. os Fug uy 
to ao it,and that if ſhe did not, ſhe was guilty of his greater damnation iu ſo ſj» Myrrices Infor- 
fering him to continge in ſin. And when we doubt but that he who thought marions. 
it lawful to adviſe the Murdering of his Prince for Adultery,would much 
more purſue the deſtroying of him for Herefie. But when men have renounced all fear 
of God, and regard to truth, and do only conſult what may be moſt ſubſervient to the 
wicked Defigns which they have had in agitation, and the Accompliſhment whereof 
they would tranſmir, with as much hopefulneſs and ſecurity as they can to others ; it is 
righteous with the Lord, whoſe name they ſo daringly prophane, to ſuffer them ro be- 
tray and diſcover themſelves beyond all excuſe ard palliation in ſome one particular,that 
the eaſie and credulous part of mankind may be cautioned and inſtructed to diſtruſt ag 
well as ſuſpend believing them in all the reſt, E Nor 
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Nor are Coleman and Gavan the only perſons, who in the Aﬀeeveratious of their Inno- 
cency, have betrayed their guilt, and left evident footſteps of their tallhood, when the V 
pretended by all that might obtain credit among men, to ſpeak nothing but truth, For 
Mr. Harcourt, a man whoſe Age and Experience ſhould have rendred him more wary, 
though his Religion did not reach him Integrity and Candor, hath been left under the 
ſame Inſatuation, ard in reference to ſome particulars of which he would have acquitted 
himſelf, hath diſcovered as much folly as villany. For whereas amorg other things de- 
poſed again{t him, to prove his being guilty of the Plor, Mr, Dagdaie teftined that he 
had ſeen a Lener written with Father Harcour!'s own hand to Father Evers, declaring 
the Murder of Sir Edmundtary Godfrey, and dated the very night wherein it was done, 
being the 12th of Ottober 16750. and that upon this Intelligence he had declared at One 
Elas, who keeps #n Ale- houſe in Trxall, on Monday Qcfober 14. thar a Juſtice of the 
Peace who lived at Weſtminſter was murdered in London, 

Now as it was not poſſible that he could have norice of it there ſo ſoon, but from one 
that was accel[ury to it, and a Confpirator in it, not being known in Londoz till the Thurſ- 
day following ; is there any thing more probable, than that he arrived at the certainty 
cf ir, is the way and by the means which he declares, This all the Papiſts ſeemed ſen- 
ſible of, and therefore attempted to prove by ſome witneſſes in whole preſence this 
news was (aid to be reported by Mr. D-74ale, that there was no {uch thing ſaid by him, 
or heard by them. They have Wit enough to underſtand, that there was no other way 
ro-prevent peopies believing ther being guilty of that horrid Murther, or tO difcharge 
Harcourt from a fulpicion of having given the Information that it was ctteCted, bur by 
affirming tharther- was no ſuch Intelligence arrived there, till che 'Saturday ſevennight - 
after. And on the con*dence that they could bribe the perſons in whole preſence it was 
ſaid to be told, to teitifie the contraiy ; and that there could be no other Evidence given 
of it but Mr. Dzgaalcs bare Affirmation ; Mr, Harcoxrt nor only allu- 
med the confidence to deny it npon his Tryai, but todeclare at his 
Death, That as he hoped, by th: merits and paſſeon of Feſes Chriſt, tor ſal- 
vat ion, that he was as innocent as th: Child wivorn, of what was laid to his 
charge, And vet two Gentlemen of known worth, £n41 unqueitionable reputation, namely, 
Edward Birch Eſq; and fobn Turton Eſq; have depoſed upon Oath that rhe aturetvid Mar - 
ther was commonly diſcourſed of about Tixa/! in St .rfordſhire, before it was known here 
in London, that Sir Edmundbary Godfrey was killed ; nay, as if this were not demonitra- 
tive and convincing enough how the Intelligence behoved to reach thirher, and by whoſe 
means that Loyal and Proteſtant Magiſtrate was ſo barbarouſly Mallacred ; there are 
other two'perſons, v:z. fumes Arſel] of Haywood in Stafforaſhire, and 
Mr. William Hanſon of Wilnal in the ſame County, why tcftifie like- 
wiſe upon Oath, that Mr. D:zgdale publiſhed the News of the ſaid Mur 
der, in their hearing at Es, the Alehouſe-keeper in Tixall, on Monday 
morning ; and as they are of unſpotted fame, though of no great Rank or Qua- ' 
lity, ſo they inform not only as to the time, the houſe, and the particular place in it 
where this was declared, but they mentioned divers other circumſtances corroborative 
of the Truth of what they ſay, And whereas my Lord Srafferd thought himielf fo ſe- 
cure of overthrowing Mr. Dzg4dalz's credit in reference to all he had teltified beſides, by 
detecting him a Lyar in this particular, that he not only charged him with Perjury in it, 
but bore himſelf moſt confidently in, when upon his defence of having fully diſproved 
rbis part of his Evidence; it will rot be amits to conſider the Witnetlies he produced, and 
what rhey alledged for the invalidating Mr. Dzgaale's Teſtimony in this matrer. 

Now the Perſons he relied ſo much upon, for this ſervice, and whoſe Authority he 
aſcribed ſo much unto, as ro have expecte:, that all men ſhould have ſubmitred ro whar 
they ſoid with an implicite faith, were Mr. P-/l;ps Incumbent at T:xa/l, and one Mr, 
Sambitch who being reported to have been preſent when Mr, Duggale communicated 
the forelaid Inte!ligence, declared it: Court that there was no ſuch rhing ſpoken or rela- 
red in their hearing, Bur fore it is more rational ro receive rhe Teſtimony of thoſe 
v/ho depoſe an Afﬀirmative, than thoſe who take upon them to juſtitie a Negative, and 
eſpecially atter the Expiration of tio years fince the thing was ſaid: And it is likewiſe 
more agreeable ro al! the meaſures of Juſtice, that they are rather to be believed who 
depoſed upon Oath, than they who did not. And for one of my Lords two Witnefles, 
namely, Mr. Sambich his deafneſs might excuſe him , in ſaying he heard no ſuch thing, 
though at rhe ſame nearneſs to Mr. Dxzgaale when the words were ſpoken, as Mr. 
Hanſon or Mr, Anſell were, And beſides though his deafneſs hindred his hearing Mr. 
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Dwgdale when he communicated that morning the news of the Murther , nevertheleſs 
he had 1o far arrived at the knowledge of it ſume time or other that day, that he ac- 
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quainted Charles Chetwyn Eſq; with it in the Afternoon, as the ſaid Charles Chery lh; 
cepoled upon Oath at the Tryal of the Jeſuits, and upon the occaſion I have merntio..d 
this Gentleman. I fhall crave Liberty ro rectife one miſtake in the Printed Rela- 
tion of that Tryal, which is, that whereas Charles Chetwyn Eigg fiore, this was ro'd 
him by Samvbich on Monday, as Edward Smith Viq; ard Bencher of the Jradte Topic, 
and Juſtice Warcap, who were both preſent ar the (aid Tryal, ace ready to depoſe ; ver 
through the fault either of the Priviter, or of him that twok the Irval, 7arſday is ttt 
down in the Publiſhed Account. os 


ut to procced ro Mr, Phillips, the other witneſs produced to derract from the cre- 
dit of Mr. Dzgdale in this matter, where we delire to obſerve. that togerher with 
the denyal of his having heard avy ſuch words, he denyed Iikewife his being at that 
Ale-houſe erithicr thar Gay, or the following, which as none abuurt 7Tixad who know 
his conſtant cuſtom of viſiting E/4s's once or twice a dav, Cai! calily believe; ſo be 
appears plainly ro be a very bold and venturous perſon in takizgg upon him to fay 
chat he was not fuch a day In a houſe where he uſed conſtantly to reſvorr, and this af- 
rcr ſuch a compaſs of time wherein without r: fleCtion upon the weakneis Of his mc- 
mory, he may be ſuppoſe:l not ro remember what he either did, or where he was fo 
long before. Bur beſides this, we have fomerhing elſe to add, whereby the Anthori- 
iy of this Farſon againſt a Proteſtant is everlaſtirgly blaſted and ſupplanied, For where - 
as he thought to recommend bis Teſtimony by pretending himtelt 8 Minitter of the 
Church of England, there is an Information given Upon Oath betore Tultice 15/47 CHP Gs 
gainſt him, thar he the ſaid Philips declired his readineſs to renounce the Proteitane 
Religion, and forſake the Communion of the Church of Eng/ana, providing a competent 
Annual Proviſion could be ſettled upon him for the maintenance of himfe!lt and his Wiſe 
and Children : And purſuant hereunto he employed a friend ro ireat with my Lord 
Aſton about it, who being very fond of a Profelyte of ſuch a character, undertook to 
charge himſelf with the care of him and his family: Bur at the faine riine under the 
influence of Father Evers counſel, he adviſed him to continue his itartion for a ſeaſon 
where he was ; for by pretending himſelf ſtill a Miniſter of the Church of Zrg/2za, he 
remains betrer qualified, and more capacirated to promote the Rom Intereſt, than 
if he ſhould immediately pull off his Mask, and vouch himſelf openly for a Papal 
Convert, 


And ſurely no man can believe him to be a competent witneſs againft the Credit and 
Repuration of a Proteſtant, that is firſt willing to abjure his Religion upon fo bate mo- 
tives , and then proceeds upon as ill inducements to difſemble the Protefſiun of a Rel 
gion, Which he harh declared himſelf unſatished in, and ready ro renounce, He thot 18 
not afraid to deal falſly ina matter of fo great importance as Religion, will not (cruple 
to tranſgreſs the rules of Juſtice , and prevaricate from the lines of Truth in moral 
Concernments. And efpecially when the acquitting himſelf as he did, may be ſuppoſ- 
ed his Probationerſhip for his plenary admiflion into the bolom of the Roman Church, 
and the Compenſation he was to make for the annual Penſion thar was to be feriled 
upon him 3 nor ought it to ſurpriſe any Proteſtant or True Engliſhman , that they have 
been abie ro muſter up ſome few perſons to detract from the eiteem of Mr. Degdalec,if 
we do but conſider the Methods they have uſed by Bribery and Subornation tv citect 
and accompliſh ir; or thar they have proceeded further than ro lellen his Reputation, 
amely, by offers of money to er-2ge men to deſtroy him ; and in retererce ro the firſt 
{ ſhall] produce the Teſtimony vi Son Wright one whom | briefiy mentioned before ; 
this pez{on being known to have been well acquainted with Mr. Dzgaae , for that he 
uſed in quality of a Barber frequently ro rrim him , was accorcing!y 
:ipplicd unto by Mr. Fleſſingron, and proffered ſeven hundred pounds 
it he would appear as a Witneſs to take off his Evidence ; or if he 
Would deliroy and alſafſinare him. And for his ſecurity as to the vb- 
taining of the money if he would have complied with the propolſal, both Mr, Reeves 
an Apothecary in Chancery- Lane, and Mr. Deway the Scriviner tendred him their {eve- 
ral obligatory notes. Yea they framed a Paper for him, wherein he was to teſtifie that 
Mr. Dugdale had ſuborned and hired him to fwear againſt Sir fames 
Symons, and Mr. Gerrard, two Perſons accuſcd about the Plot, which 15: p. 142,158. 
they prevailed with him by money and promiſes ro ſer his band un- 
to, and would haye perſuaded him to make an Aﬀidavit upon ic before a Juſtice of 
Peace; the tenor of which Paper being direCted to Sir fames Syrons, was as followeth; 
[ can, bleſs God, with a ſafe Conſcience, declare upon Oath, that 71r, Dugdale hath = 
mikind 
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xnkind to me in taking his opporttinity of my poverty by Yeaſon of a 
[Li7, p. 198. private meeting of us two by his appointment, He did at that time proffer 
if I wonld ſwear againſt you and Mr. Gerrard, he would protett me as 
one of the King*s Evidence, and I ſhould not want money. And now as this Paper alone is 
ſufficient to dereGt the waies and methods they have uſed for overthrowing the Repu- 
tation of Mr. Dugdale ; ſo the Providence of God is to be acknowledged in the infatua- 
tion of my Lord Stafford, who to the blaſting of the Papal Cauſe, and the evidencing of 
his and others guilt. in the preſent Conſpiracy produced it. For being in their hands, it 
was in their power to have ſuppreſied ir, as it appears by the Teſtimony 
of Wright rhey did another Paper of much more conſequence, to which 
alſo they had ſuborned, hired, and wheedled him to ſer. his hand, 

And as if it had not been enough to endeavour to corrupt perſons to ſwear falſly 
againſt him , they have dealt with ſome to aſſaſſinate and kill him, as appears not 
only by the Informations of the aforeſaid Sizmou Wright , who was to have ſtabbed 
him , ard by the Informations of Thomas Lander , who they would have perſwaded to 
put fire to the Room where Mr. Dngdale lay , and to burn him in his Bed ; both which 
Informations are publiſhed lately by Thomas Symmons at the Prince's Arms in Ludgate- 
Street , but alſo by the following depoſition of Simon Anſell, 


Ibid. p. 15S. 


The Information of Simon Anſell, as it was taken before one of His Majeſties Juſtices 
of Peace in Staffordſhire , and tranſmitted to Edmund Warcnp Elq; &©c. 


This Informant faith , That he was at my Lord Aſtons Black- Smiths to have his 
Horſe ſhodd there, and that in the mean time Mr. Francis Aſton eldeſt Son to the Lord 
Aſton , cam? to the ſaid Black-Smith's Shop , and calling to this Informant , took him 
apart , and told him, that if he would he might with eaſe do his Father and him the 
greateſt kindneſs imaginable: He this Informant anſwered he would uſe all poſſible 
means to ſerve him ard his Father ; if you do , ſaid Mr, Francis Aſton , and be true 
as to what I ſhall inſtrat you , you ſhall have that piece of ground which you hold of my 
Father in Brinſh Rent-free for ſeven Years , and Ten Poxnas in preſeut Money beſides, 
He this Informant anſwered, that he would be true and faithful to 'him and bis Father , 
and deſired to know what they would have him to do: Mr, Francis Aſton then told this In- 
formant , that Mr. Dugdale was coming into th: Country , and that he would have him 
the ſaid Informant go from place toplace with the ſaid Dugdale, and to watch his opport#- 
nity till be cold find a convenient place to kill the ſaid Dugdale , being his Fathers great- 
eſt and only Enemy : And that the EY way of accompliſhing this , was to charge a Piſtol 
with a brace of Bullets : and as this Informant ſhould find conveniency to ſhoot him in the 
back, ſaving he will ſo certainly kill him: And withal he adviſed me that thereupon , that 
T ſhould ride to the next Town in a great fright . and tell there , that Dugdale and 7 , be- 
ing riding on the Rode together, were met and aſſaulted by two men , one of which ſhot 
Ar. Dugdale and killed him ; And this , ſaid he , will both'cblige my Father , my ſelf , 
and all our Friends for ever , and alſo remove all (uſpition from your ſelf , conſudering 
what the Papiſts think themſelves allowed to do againſt the Enemies of their Church, 


And conſidering how the Nation is filled with men of ill Principles and profligate lives; 
it isno wonder that they have been able ro produce ſome perſons to detract from the 
Credit of the Kings Evidence , bur ir is rather to be accounted iatter of wonder, that 
they have not found Inſtruments to aſſaſſinate every man of them. 


But to proceed , theſe Conſpirators whom we have already mentioned, are not the 
only- perſons who have left uncontrollable Evidence of their guilt , when with the 
higheſt Confidence they aſſerted their Innocency; for Mr. [reland alſo bad the Fate ro 
betray himſelf in the ſame way of Indiſcretion and Folly; for thinking to have invali- 
dated the Teſtimony of Dr. Oats and Mr. Bedloe ; he affirms, he proteſts, he calls 
God to Witneſs, that he was in Staffordſhire , from the fifrh of Amnguſt, till the forr- 
reenth of September: Whereas they had ſworn that he was , and that they had ſeen 
him at London within that time, And as if it had not been enough to have in- 
ſifted upon it at his Tryal, he ſealed it with moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations at his death 
And yer it hath appeared fince by the Teſtimony of Mer. fenniſon, a perſon of an 
ancient and conſiderable family, and of an unqueſtionable Reputation, and Mr. [re- 
lands own Relation and Kinſman ; that Dr. Oats and Mr. Bedloe's Credit deſerved 
not to be 1mpeached on this account ; (nor by any other Alſeverations or Oarhs, by 
any of the Papal Communion offered againſt them, or either of the King's Eyidences ) 
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ſeeing as he affirms, he-had both ſeen and Converſed with him at-his Lodging in Ruſſel- 
Street on the 19th. of Auguſt, and this he not only affirms upon the Word and Oath of 
a Gentleman and a Chriſtian, but 'by-ſuch particular and undeniable Circumſtarices; that 
there is no man of ſenſe but muſt acknowledge himſelf convinced, that the Jeſuit dyed with 
a Lye in his Mouth ; He that hath (or will ) read his ſeveral Narratives concerning this 
and what I have obſerved in mine in reference to it,” will ſoon ſee that Ireland diſcovered 
his being in "Town, not becauſe he was not-there, bur becauſe the Errand he came, and Em- 
ployed himſelf about was fo black and deteſtable, and with all fo poſitive ſwcra a. 
gainſt him, that he knew no way to vindicate himſelf from it, but by ſwearing point blank 
that he was not ſo much as upon the ſpot wheretheſe things charged upon him were ſaid to 
have been tranſacted. But becauſe there 1s no Sore and men live to be further confirmed 
and eſtabliſhed in theſe very things, whereof they are already ſufficiently perſuaded.” I 
ſhall ſubjoyn one Teſtimony more of \an honoured and worthy Gentleman and a Kinſman 
of Mr. Ireland, who alſo faw and diſcourſed abour ſeveral things with him in Londen, 
when he ſo poſitively-calls God to witneſs that he was elſewhere, which confirms Mr. Feni- 
ſons, Dr. Oats, and Mr. Bedlow's Evidence ; 'The Gentleman is defirous for a ſeaſon to 
have his Name concealed, bur is a Perſon of known worth, and will be ready to Confirm 
what 1s here ſaid before any Magiſtrate when called thereunto. And whoſoever confiders, not 
only the many reproaches faſtned upon the Names, bur the attempts made upon the Lives, 
ot ſeveral of thoſe who have concerned themſelves in dereQting and obſtructing this Helliſh 
Plor, will think it no matter of ſurpriſe or amaſement that Gentlemen ſhould be ſhy in con- 
cerning themſelves in it, eſpecially whenthelite of their Prince, or the fatery of the People 
doth nor ſo much depend upon it, bur that all which. their Diſcovery will amount unto, 
1s only the detecting the Perjury of a Romiſh Prieſt. Nay is it not come to that, thar it is 
very little leſs than a diſhonour to be a Diſcoverer, eyen where the Kings life is eminently 
in danger ? So that it you would in ſome Company, deſign the Expoling of a man; you 
can not do it with a greater Emphaſis, and more to the general guſt, than by proclaiming 
him an Evidence : Which as it may fſervefor an Apology, why this Gentleman conceals his 
Name, fo I do here pledge my Faith, that the World is not ſhamm'd by aCounterfer Infor- 
mation, - but that what 1s here ſubjoyned, is no more,/ than what a Perſon of entire Credit 
and very good Quality, will be ready to Juſtihe 3; Namely, That this Gentleman,;'-being 
about the Pegimning of Bartholomew Fair 1678: going up Holborn, with an intention 
ro carry a Lady and a Relation of hrs to the Fair, to-entertam ber with what the place could 
afford, or at leaſt what ſhe ould principally have a mind to ſee, he accidentally miet with 
Ar. Ireland who was alſo bus Relation, and between whom and him there had intervened a 
long Acquaintance. And that Mr. Ireland of whoſe Company, becauſe of their different 
Principles he was never fond, not only accoſting him, but being importanate to drink with 
him, be accordingly attended him into an adjoyning Ale-Houſe at the Sign of the Three Pipes. 
Where they not only continued almoſt an hour together, but had much Diſcourſe concernin 
Religion : And that Mr. Ireland by way of ſounding his Inclination to the Papal Charch, 
asked him, whether if their Religion were Eſtabliſhed by Law and publickly owned in En- 
gland, he would not then embrace it, and come over to their Communion ; To which the 
Gentleman replied, That the Popiſh Religion was ſo repugnant to the firſt Principles of 
Reaſon, that he could never abandon his underſtanding ſo far as to eſpouſe or entertain it, but 
that if things ſhould come to that paſs as Mr. Ireland ſuggeſted, he would ſubmit 'to the 
Goverament in Popiſh bands, but not to Popery. 'So that there can be nothing moretvi- 
dent, than that Ireland was in London, when he calls God and Angels to witneſs, 'and 
pawns his Salvation upon it, that he was in Staffordſhire. Who could have believed that 
a Perſon not only pretending to be a Chriſtian, but of a ſacred Order in the' Church; 
and truſted with the Diſpenſation of Sacred Myſteries, and aſſuming the Condudt of: the 
Souls of Men, durſt have had the boldneſs and impudence to dare Heaven, andaMtont 
the Omniſcient Majeſty, as well 'as abuſe Mankind, in ſo horrid/a manner. This 'is'a 
new way of leaving the World with hopes and expectations of Happineſs, to renotince all 
right to,' and intereft in'future bleſfedneſs, if Difſimulation and Perjury may not entitle 
them.to ir. We may juſtly conceive, that they think themſelves diſpenſed with to Blafpheme 
the: Name of God, whenſoever their doing fo is ſubſervient to the. benefit and advanta 
of rhe Church of Rome. And that:they reckon, ſuch impieties will not only beforgiven 
themi,' upon the account of the End which they are perpetrated for, but become Sandtified 
and commence Meritorious. However, T think he forteits his Diſcretion, as well as pro- 
claims himſelf unworthy the name of'a, Proteſtant , rhat can believe the Aﬀeveration 6f a 
Prieſt, or Jeſuit in reference to his-own Innocency, after we have fo demonſtratively de- 
teted' Mr. Ireland, as well as thoſe we have already mentioned, to be ſuch horrid Impo- 
ſtors.'- And. we may alſo gather, with what __ the Popsſh” Laity ſubjeR / ona 
ſelves 
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ſelves to the Commands of their Ghoſtly Fathers, being fo ready'to Sacrifice their Souls to 
Erernal Puniſhments, - in their proteſting that to be true which they know to be falſe, ra- 
ther than to diſpute or decline obedience in whatſoever they require of them. For by the 
amazing prevarication 1n the firſt Principles of Morality, which we find thoſe that they had 
muſtered up from the Countrey, guilty of in this. matter, we may very well conclude that 
they had implicitly truſted both their Repurations and Souls, into the hands af their Prieſts ; 
And that they account it a Criminal Matter to enquire how they diſpoſe of them. 
$. 10. Having thus far DereCted not only the villanous Perjuries of Romaniſts which are 
of a more ancient date, bur made ſome treſh RetleCtions upon, and given ample Diſcove- 
ries of the blaſphemous falſhoods, that ſeveral Executed for this late Plot, have dyed guilty 
of ; We now proceed to lay open the unparallell'd Impudence, and braſen Impoſtures of 
the late Viſcount Stafford. And the firſt thing we ſhall take notice of is this, that he re- 
nounceth in his laſt breath all hope of Salvation, f ever he were guilty himſelf, or knew 
of any that were, of the Crimes whereof he was Accuſed. And yet by a Letter diretted to 
my Lord Aſton, which was found in his Study at 'T'rxall when ſearched, and to which was 
ſubſcribed Stafford, and the Letter dated from Stafford October 8. 78. the Plot is both 
confeſſed under his own hand, and his particular Intereſk and Co-operation in it acknow- 
edged. The words of which Letter were as followeth. My Lord the Plot 1s diſcovered, 
and we are all undone. And I am going ito Shropſhire to ſtifle it as much as I can ; and 
I pray do you the ſame in Staffordſhire. 'This Letter was lerſed by Captain Thomas Lane 
a Juſtice of Peace and Deputy Lieutenant in Staffordſhire. And accordingly he Depoſed 
before the Committee appointed as Managers for the 'T'ryal of my Lord Stafford, and was 
ready to have proved it openly in Court it he had been called thereunro. But thoſe worthy 
Geatlemen, that were entruſted by the Houſe of Commons to proſecute the Impeachment 
of Treaſon aguinlt Stafford, did upon ſome prudential Conſiderations decline the menti- 
oning of this matter; And the rather becauſe they had other ſuthcicat Evidence for the 
Convicting of that Criminal. 
And they were not willing to make any Critical Enquiry, how this Letter under my Lords 
hand came to be ſupprefled or loſt, as it ſeems it was, from its not being Communicated 
neither to the Committee of Secrecy , nor to the Committee of Managers of the Tryal. 
Bur this Mr. Lane Depoſeth, 'That having ſhewn it to Mr. Moſely a Gentleman of Quality 
in the foreſaid County, and todiverſe others who have atteſted the ſame before a Committee 
of Parliament, he did tranſmit it to one of the Clerks of the Council, and that he received 
a Letter concerning the receipt of it from one of the Clerks. Had rhe Flot ſucceeded this 
late Lord would have been proudof it, and endeavoured to derive glory to his Family from 
it ; but being diſcovered, and ut appearing ſo tull of horror to all the ſober part-of Man- 
kind, they have no way left for the preventing the ruine of themſelves and Polterities, bur, 
though to the loſs of their Souls, to diſclaim and abjure'it. Alaſs 1! We neeeded na Wit- 
neſſes to tell us of a Plot carried on by the Papiſts for many years paſt againſt our Religion ; 
the Caballing of the chief Factors. of the, Romiſh Party, the raiſing Money upon their 
Eſtates 'ar home, and promoting Collections amongſt the Papal Zealots abroad, the putting 
themſelves under the Condiift of Forreign Councils, and the induſtriouſly providing and 
furniſhing themſelves throughout. the whole Kingdogzwith Horle and Arms, werelomany 
uncontrollable Eyidences ot it to all Perſons of ordinary Converſe and Obſervation,.. And 
the Depolitions of ſuch as have come in to make derection of this Conſpiracy, do ſo cor- 
reſpond wath what moſt men have ſeen and took notice of, that the utmolt they amount 
unto, 1s only to afford us a lcgal proot of that, whereof we had before a moral affurance. 
Can it be imagined that Coleman, Throgmerton, Leyborn, ſhould: only be acquainted 
with 1o great and important a Delign : and that Pows, Bellaſis, har # and Stofford 
ſhould be ignorant of it, Who knows not that the former were too inconliderable to give 
either Authority to ſo weighty an undertaking, or yield that aſhſtance which was neceſlary 
to the effeCting and accompliſhing of iz. None below thoſe of the higheſt Quality in the 
Papal Party, were furniſhed cuher with Wiſdom to condutt it, [Intereſt to obtain Forrei 
Countenance unto it, or Treaſure and Power to poſſeſs the meaneſt with the leaſt bope of 
ſucceſs; Could Coleman judge that their Deſignmade ſo happy an advance, that they ſhould 
quickly ſee the rume of th Proteſtant Party ; as his:Letter to the. Nwncio bearing date the 
9th. . of Auguſt reſtifieth ; If there had not been a general:Confederacy among albthe Pa- 
pifts in England, to cut off and extirpate thoſe modern Hereticks :-Qr1s it poſlible to faſten 
any other ſenſe upon Father Ireland; Letter from'St. Omers, wherein he tells his Correſpon- 
dents here, that all things were in a readineſs thert, ax. ſoon as the Blow ſhould be giwen here, 
but that they bad both projected the murdering of the King, and having once accomplithed 
that, to proceed immediately to the extirpation of the Proteſtauts.. 1 ſhould nor-have pub- 
liſhed the foregoing Letter, buc that the ſafety gs well as the Honour of the King, and the 
Vindt- 
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Vindication of the Juſtice.of the Nation upon this Traiterous MalefaQor, exited it of me. 
Aud I wiſh ſome Perſons may be adviſed and *mſtruted, how they behave themſelves in 
reference ' to' Papers arid Informations which arrive with them for the future, ſeeing they 
may hereby find and obſerve, that their carriages and tranſaftions lie not ſo hid and cofi- 
cealed, as they may to their own ruine at laſt, though to our danger art preſeht, believe and 
imagine. Bur let us in the next place conſider how many Witneſſes have teſtifred my Lord 
Stafford's ſhare and part in the Plot, and you will poſſibly be aſtoniſhed, how he durtt 
ſhur up his dying Speech 1n ſaying with ſolirle concernednels with relation to the rightcqus 
Tribunal he was immediately to appcar betore ; 1 do with my laſt breath truely aſſert my 
Innocency, and hope the Omniſcient All-ſeeing juſt God will deal with me accordingly. Were 
they not ſo many, that for any to ap to be acquitted upon bare denying what ſuch a mum- 
ber have Depoſed, were to make the Conviction of MaletaCtors and, Criminals a thing 
wholly impoſſible. And were they not all Papiſts and purpoſed fo to live and dye, it the 
conſideration of this Plot had not filled them with horror concerning a Religion rhat ju- 
ſtifed ſo Execrable a Conſpiracy. Nor was it originally any hatred againſt the Popiſh Re- 
ligion, that made them accuſe the principal Members of the Roman Communion ot thoſe 
Villanies and Crimes ; but it was the 'Treafons which the Roman Catholicks were engaged 
in, that made them renonnce that Religion which pur them upon it, and whole Principles 
made it Meritorious to proſecute it with Fire and Sword. Befides, theſe Witnefles were 
Perlons whom this Lord 1s never ſaid ro havediſobliged, fo that they can not be thought to 
have accuſed him out of Malice and Revenge ; And which iz very material for obtaining 
belief to their Teltimony, they were wholly Strangers one to another till :fcer the Diſco- 
yery of the Plor, fo that the charging my Lord Stafford and others with ſuch and ſuch 
Crimes, was not any contrivance among themſelyes, nor a thing they can be ſuppoſed to 
have concerted between them. Andif we conſider the nature and quality of their Evidence, it 
3s ſuch that it is impoſſible any man ſhould haveever ventured upon the giving of it, un- 
leſs it had been true, and that they had perſonal and particular knowledge of all the Cir- 
cumſtances of it. For they not only declare all with the greateſt plainneſs and diſtinneſs, 
but whenſoever there was any attempt to diſtraCt or entangle them by croſs Queſtions, they 
both perſevere to anſwer with the greateſt preſence and ſedateneſs, and by their Replies to 
refle& further light and certainty on what they ſaid before ; For as the particulars they in- 
ſiſted upon, are too many for the moſt fertile Imagination to have invented, fo as to be able 
to. make them cohere, much lefs to cauſe one of them ſupport and fortifie another ; So not- 
withſtanding the number of rhe things they have Depoſed, ahd thar there was no previous 
acquaintanceamongſt them, yet'thiey have in nothing contradifted one another, nor hath any 
one by endeayouring to ſupport the truth of what himſelf ſaid, undermined or ſupplanted 
rhe certainty 'of what others have alledged.' Or can it be ſuppoſed that though they had 
been never ſo wicked, and would not have ſcrupled the deſtroying thelives of innocent 
Perſons in order to profit and advantage, thar yet they ſhould nor only be ſuch tools but ſo 
perfe&tly mad, as to aflault the lives of ſo many of the chiefeſt Pcers of the Nation, and 
ſo befriended not only in their numerous Relations, bur in the intereſt which they bad as well 
in his Majeſty as thoſe of greateſt Authority about him. Surely nothing bur an affured 
knowledge of the things which they inform concermng, and a conſcientious defireto pre- 
vent the miſchiets which thefe great perſons in combinatiog with others, were haſtning to 
involve the Nation under, could have ever prevaited with them to expoſethemſelves to fo 
many "viſible dangers, as they muſt needs have foreſcen, the accuſing ſo many Peers, would 
make them obnox1ous and hable unto. | 
C. 11. But this is not the only particular wherein we ſhall dete& and lay open this falſe 
and perjured Perſon, and therefore we haſten to a, ſecond thing wherein this late Viſcount 
hath proſtitured-his Conſcience by aflerting that for a truth, which we ſhall prove by un- 
dubirable Teſtimony to be a groſs and impudent falſhood. And it is ſome advarics e that 
we can deal with the Papiſts on a ſubject, that relates wholly to matter of Faft ; 74 here 
both the meaneſt and thoſe of the narroweſt Underſtanding, are as capable of being Um- 
pires betwixt us and them, and of comprehending what is proved, or what is not, as thoſe 
of a more elevated Condition, and improved Abilities. "This Lord then having borh pro- 
teſted upon his T'ryal, that he never ſpake with Mr. Dugdale but once, 
and averred it upon his Death and Sabvation, that he never ſpake unto Sec his Speech up- 
him of any thing ſave about a Foot-boy, or Foot-man, or Foot-race, and the Seatfold: 
never was then alone with him 4; We' ſhall therefore by ſome of the 
many undeniable Depolitions which we could produce, demonſtrate that he hath been often 
with him, and that at times and ſeaſons when there could be no occaſion 
to diſcourſe of any ſuch affair or buſineſs betwixt them, And this /z/- See Page 78. 
count having alſo upon his Tryal ſolemnly atteſted God, that be deteſted 
| Dugdale, 
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Dugdale, as ſo mean & Knave, that often and often, when try at my Lord Aſton's Table, 
| he would not call for Drink when he ſaw him by him, but often refuſed to take Drink at his 
hands ; 1 ſhall therefore prove by the Teſtimonies of ſeveral Perſons whoſe Credit can no 
ways, be impeached, that the time was, when he had another kind of yalue for Mr. Dugdale, 
and that he hath withdrawn from the Society of very conſiderable Perſons to converſe with 
this very Dugdale, whom he is pleaſed to repreſent as ſo mean a Knave, and that he,fre- 
quently declined to take Drink at his hands, 


The Information of William Skelton late of Horecrols i» the County of Staf- 
ford, now of St. Martins in the Fields in the County of Middleſex Gene, 
taken upon Oath this 17th. day of January 1680. before me Edmond War- 
cupp Eſq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace in the ſaid County and 
C1ty. 


Middle. His Informant faith, that he waited on Robert Howard of Horecreſs 
& ([ in the ſaid County of Stafford Eſq; to the Houſe of the Lord Aſton 


Weſtm. at Tixall in the ſaid County of Stafford, on the 12th. of September 
1678. and then and there ſaw William late Lord Viſcount Stafford talking with Mr. Ste- 
phen Dugdale. And on the 1 3th. day of the ſaid month of September 1678. this Informant 
ſtepping by accident into a Room there called the little Nining-Room or little Parlour, ſome 
time before Dinner, hethen and there ſaw the faid William late Viſcount Stafford, and the 
ſaid Stephen Dugdale, talking and diſcourling together 1n private, no other perſon then 
being in the ſaid Room beſides themſelves, whereupon this Informant ſvon withdrew leſt 
he ſhould interrupt their Conference. And this Informant is moſt aſſured of the Premiſles, 
by a certain Memorandum, which he then wrote down in his own Pocket Book, which at 
the time of this Information is produced. , And he likewiſe ſaw the ſaid /ill;am late Viſcount 
Stafford, and the ſaid Stephen Dugdale, diſcourling together in Tixall Park in the Buck ſeaſon 
of the ſame year 1678. no other Perſon being with them, while the Gentry then Aſſembled, 
were hunting the Buck in the faid Park. And this Informant further ſaith, that as he was 
walking in 7:xall Hall about the 1 8th. or 19th.day of September 1678. he obſerved the ſaid 
William late Lord Viſcount Stafford go into a Room called the great Parlour, or the Dining- 
Room which adjoyned to his Lordſhips Lodging Chamber, and immeduately the faid Stephens 
Dugdale followed him into the ſaid Room, and this Informant ſaw them two alone difcour- 
ſing together, but how long they continued there, or what their Diſcourſe was, he knowerh 
not. And by theſe and other Obſervations, this Informant did believe that the ſaid Stephen 
Dugdale, was in good eſteem, and in ſome truſt with the ſaid late Viſcount Stafford. And 
he further faith, that the ſaid Stephen Dugdale. was then Steward to the Lord Aſton, and 
had great Power and Command in the ſaid Lord A{fons Family at Tixall, and bought and 
ſold all things relating tothe Family or Eſtateat Tixall, and was the Chieteſt manin the Lord 
Aſtons Family, and paid the Wages of Labourers, and had a very good Name and Repu- 
tation among the Gentry of that Countrey , as well Papiſts as Proteſtants, and was tre- 
quently termed Honeſt Stephen Dugdale. And' this Informant further faith, that he hath 
obſerved the ſaid William late Lord Viſcaunt Stafford, own the ſaid Stephen Dugdale with 
reſpec, ' calling him Mr. Dugdale at Dinners and Suppers before the ſaid Lord Aſftons face, 
both when they did car in private, and when they did eat 3n publick with other Gentry and, 
Perſons of Quality in the faid Houſe, to which there was great reſort 1n that year. . And 
this Informant likewiſe obſerved the ſaid Stephens Dugdale was well reſpected and very ci. 
villy treated by the ſaid }/illiam late Lord Viſcount Stafford in. other Companies and Places, 
where they Occaſionally mer. And further ſaith nor, 


William Skelton. _ 


Turat* die + Anno 
ſupradifP caram | : 
me,  , Vera Copia 
| 7 ' , Ex' per me, 
Edm, Warcupp. BS 
Edmond Warcupp. 
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The Information of Walter Collins of the Burrough of Stafford Gent. taken 
- Oath the 19th. day of January 1680. before Tho. Blacks, and Samp- 
on Byrch, his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid Burrough. 


Stafford þ Fr Ho faith, that in or about the year of our Lord Chriſt 1678. he 
Burrough ſaw the late Lord _— and Mr. Stephen Dugdale, walk toge- 
cher in the Court Yard belonging to Tixall Hall, between the Gate-houſe and-the ſaid Hall, 
about the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, and that no other Perſon did walk with them, or 
was in hearing of them, | | | | 


Wal. Collins. 
Turat* die & Anno 
predifP coram 


Tho. Blake, 
Sam. Byrch. 


Signed in preſence of 
Willam Southall. 


Thomas Jordan of Little-Hay wood ix the County of Stafford Gent. one - 
of the High-Conſtables for the ſaid County, 


5 g.QAmh, that in the Summer time in the year of our Lord One thouſand fix hundred 
Haff ſeventy and eight, on a Thurſday, being a: Bowling day at Tixall in the faid 
County, he this Informant ſaw the Lord Srafford and the Lord Afton ſtand together onthe 
fide of the Bowling-Green, a diſtance from the reſt of the Company there, and our of 
their hearing : And while their Lordfhips ſtood at that diſtance, this Informant ſaw Mr. 
Stephen Dugdale go to their Lordſhips and ſtand with them in thar place our of hearing 
of the reſt of the Company abour a quarter of an hour, and their Lordſhips and Mr. Dug- 
dale did Diſcourſe agutee all rhat time as this Informant verily believes, (this Informant 
being in their ſight all that time, burnor intheir hearing. ) | 


Thomas Fordan. 
15 die Tanuary 1680. | 
Signed then in the 
preſence of 


Thomas Whitbey, 
Edward Foden. ; 


The Information of William Suelſon of Great-Haywood Nailer, taken upon 
Oath before Sir Bryan Broughton Knight and Barroxet Jan. 13. 1680. 


Ho ſaith, that about Adchaelmas was two years, he ſaw the Lord Stafford walk- 

ing alone with Mr. Stephen Dugdale upon Tixall Bowling-Alley : And this Infor- 

mant faith , that he knew the Lord Stafford as well as the — _- the other, for 
he hath often ſeen him at Tixa/l. * 


Wikiam Saelſon. 


Turat? voram me, 


B. Broughton, 
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The Information of Richard Parkin of Shutburrough 7-the County of Stafford 
taken upon Oath in Stafford before James Lewes of the Burrough of Stat- 
ford, and Thomas Blake and Sampſon Byrch Juſtices of the ſaid Bur- 
rough. | | 


WW J'Ho upon his Oath faith, that in the Summer time in the year of our Lord 
Staff. i Chriſt 1677. he ſaw William late Viſcount Srafford, and Mr. Stephen Dug- 
dale together by themſelves and none elſe with them in the Court at Tixel? betwixt Tixall 
Hall and the Stables there. And alſo that he this Informant ſaw the ſaid Lord Stafford, and 
the ſaid Mr. Dugdale together, and none clſe with them upon a Hempland belonging to 
Walter Eld of Tixall. 


Furat* 15. Jan. 1680. Rich. Par kin his [ A ] Mark. 


coram | 
Signed in the preſence of 


James Lewes, William Southall. 
Tho. Blake, 


Samp. Byrch. 
Vera Copia. 


The Information of Tho. Creſwell of Little-Haywood Cordwayner 
Januar. 11. 1680, 


Ho faith, that in the Summer time in the year of our Lord 1676. he was 
Staff. y V at Tixall to ride Horſes, .and about a month before Michaelmas the Lord 
Stafford took him to be his Page, with whom he lived a year and a quarter, within that 
time my Lord Stafford was three or four times at Tixall, and ſtaied ſometimes rwo or three 
nights together, .and three or. four mornings he hath ſent this Informant to ſee for Stephens 
Dupdale and bid him come to him for to ſpeak with him : And this Informant ſaith, that he 
hath ſeen him at the leaſt three times gointo the Parlour ro my Lord Stafford and his Gentle- 
man, and as:ſpan as Mr. Dugdale came in, his Gentleman came our, and he remained ſingle 
with the Lord Stafford, _ at ſeyeral other places he hath ſeen my Lord Stafford with Mr. 
Stephen Dug dale. 


The Information of mar a $a of Tixall in the County of 
tanord Z ayzor,. 


© W JT Ho informeth, that in the latter end of Summer in the year of our Lord 1678. 
Laff. the Lord Stafford being then at Tixall, he this Informant ſaw the faid Lord 
Stafford and Mr. Stephen Dugdale walk together in Tixall Hall, and after ſome time they 


had been together walking themſelves, the ſaid Mr. Dugdale went and fetcht the Lord Aſtor 
to the ſaid Lord Stafford. 


The Informations above written were taken upon Oath the 1 1th. of Fanuary 1680. 
before Henry Vernon Eſq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace for the County of Staf- 
ford, in the preſence of me, F 


William Southall, 


La, 
— — Pp EET __— _— 


The Information of Thomas Robinſon of Ingeſtry in the County of Stafford 


Husbandman, taken upon Oath the two and twentieth day of January in the 
year 1680. before James Lewes Mayor of the Burrough of Stafford, and 
Sampſon Byrch Juſtice of Peace for the ſaid Burrongh. 


Stoff if Paw Informant faith, that in the month of September 1678. he this Informant 
"3p being then at Tixall Hall, he ſaw William late Viſcount Stafford and Mr. Stephen 
Dugdale come together and none elſe with them out of a Garden belonging to Tixall Hal, 


and 
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and afterwards they both walked together themſelves in the Walks nigh to the ſaid Garden, 
but what Diſcourſe they had this Informantiknows not. And at another time after the time a- 
foreſaid, the ſaid late Viſcount Stafford came ro Tixall Hall on Horſeback, and the ſaid Mr. 
Dugdale meeting his Lordſhip, and after he had faluted him and ſhewed his obedienceto his 
Lordſhip they both did walk themſelves together into 7:xall Hall and noneelfe with them. 


Tur apud Stafford wiceſimo ſecundo die Thomas Robinſon 
Fanuarist Anno Regni Caroli ſecundi his Mark. 


nunc Ang. xxxtii. coram nobis, 


James Lewes Mayor, 
Sampſon Byrch. 


—— —— — — — — 
| — —_ 


The Information of Ann Hinckley ( Wife of Samuel Hinckley of Penckrich zx 
the County of Stafford Cordwayner ) taken upon Oath the ninth day of Febr. 
1680. before Richard Congreve Eſq; one of his Majeſties Faſtices of Peace 
for the County aforeſaid. 


Ho faith, that in or about the month of Augyſ# one thouſand fix hundred ſeventy 
V and eight, this Informant went with her Husband to T:xall in the ſaid County, 
to ſpeak with Mr. Stephen Dugdale, and coming to one Elds Houſe in T/xall, her Husband 
deſired her to go into Tixall Hall to look for the faid Mr. Dugdale, and when ſhe came into 
the ſaid Hall, ſhe ſaw the ſaid Mr. Dugdale with an ancient Gentleman in the ſaid Hall, 
ſtanding both together and talking, and after ſome time this Informant asked one Foſeph 
Tarbox (who ſtood with this Informant) who that Gentleman was , who told her it was 
the Lord Stafford, And ſhe ſaw at that time the faid Lord Srafford pull a Paper out of his 
Pocket, and gave it to the faid Mr. Dwgdale to read, and after Mr. Dugdale had looked on 
the ſaid Paper, he gave it again to the ſaid Lord Stafford, And ſhe further ſaith, that ſhe 
continued in fight of the ſaid Lord Stafford and Mr. Dugdale above the ſpace of half an 
hour, and during that time there was no perſon with them : And ſhe further ſaith, thar 
afterwards Mr. Dugdale came to this Informant, and bid hcr go to one Dorothy Aldridges 
in Tixall aforeſaid and he would come to her, which ſhe did, raking her Husband with her, 
and being there with Mr. Dagdale, he the faid Mr. Dugdale after ſome Diſcourſe, told this 
Informant that he muſt go again to the ſaid Lord Stafford, for he had earneſt buſineſs with 
him : And further faith, that both in the ſaid Hall and the ſaid A/dridges Houſe ſhe heard 
Mr. Dugdale ſay, that the Perſon he was talking with was the Lord Stafford. 


| Anne Hinkley, | A] her Mark. 

Die & Anno predif? | 

Furat*® coram me, She is a Papiſe. 
Rich, Congreve. 


— 


The Information of John Boulton of the Burrough of Stafford Sadler, taken 
upon Oath at Stafford aforeſaid before Tho. Blake and Sampſon Byrch his 
Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid Burrough, on the 19th. day of 
January 1680. L 


Stafford þ q V Ho faith, that in the Summer time about the year of our Lord 
Burrough. 5 *: Chriſt 1678. he ſaw the Lord Stafford on a Bowling-day on the 
Bowling-Green at 7:xall amongſt many Gentlemen, and faw Mr. Stephen Dugdale come to 
the ſaid Green, and ſaw the Lord Stafford go from the other Gentlemen and meet the faid 
Mr. Dugdale, and ask him where he had been ; Mr. Dugdale anſwered he had been at Hay- 
woedand had got ſome Bertsabout a Race; after-which this Informant ſaw the ſaid Lord Staf< 
ford and Mr. Stephen Dugdale withdraw themſelves at a further diftance from the ſaid Com- 
pany, and there continued without any other Company than themſelves for the ſpace ot 
almoſt a quarter of an hour. 


Turat* dic & Anno Fohn Boulton, 
predic? coram 


Tho. Blake, Signed in the preſence of William Southall, 


Sam. Byrch. The 
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The Information of Semer Anſell of Shutburrough i» the County of Stafford 
Skinner, taken upon Oath in the Burrough of Stafford the two and twentieth 
day of January 1680. before James Lewes Eſq; Mayor of the Burrough of 
Stafford, and Sampſon Byrch one of his Majeſties Fuſtices of the Peace of 
the ſaid Burrough. 


Ho ſauh, in the Summer time in the year of our Lord 1678. he ſaw 
Staff. AVAY Wilam late Lord, alias Viſcount Stafford and Mr. Stephen Dugdale 


talking together at a place cajled Ruffecrofr-Gate in Fixall and no other Perſon with them, 
and they both continued together themſclves there above a quarter of an hour in theſight 
of this Informant, who ſtated to ſpeak with the {aid Mr. Dugdale, and within few days 
after he this Informant ſaw the faid late Lord S:afford and Mr. Dugdale together them- 
ſelves and none elſe with them in the place called rhe Hall in T:xall tor the ſpace of above 
half an hour, and afterwards both of them went together into the great Parlour into 
7ixall Hall. 


Ju” apud Stafford xxxii. die Semer Anſell. 
TJannari Anno Reg Carol: 

ſecund; nunc Fng. XXX&18. C6- 
ram nobs, 


James Lewes, 
Sampſon Byrch. 


Now though theſe be but a few of the many Depoſitions which we could have produced 
to this purpole, yet they are enough to detect the Impoſture and Perjury of the late Viſcount 
Stafford, and to convince the World what httle Credit 1s to be given to a Papiſt inthe ſo- 
lemneſt appeals which he makes to God, and that in thoſe very Circumſtances, when the 
worſt of men are uſually tound to be candid and ingenuous. For whereas Mr. Dugdale 
bath been repreſented as an infamous Perſon, and one that neither my Lord Afton, nor 


any other Gentlemen put the leaſt confidence in, or eſteemed worthy of common Reſpect ; 
it 15 made fully evident by theſe Depolitions, that he had not only more than an ordinary 
Reputation 10 my Lord Afon's Family, the management of my Lords chickeſt Concern- 
ments being entruſted with him, but that he was highly valued by the whole Countrey for 
Candor, Integrity, Juſtice and Truth, beyond whar other Papsſts under all the Recom- 
mendation of Birth, Breeding and Inheritance could arrive unto. And as to be accounted 
and ftiled Honeſt Mr. Dugdale was the greateſt honour that a virtuous ambition could 
make him aſpire unto, fo his Temper and whole ConduRt, fince called forth to appear on a 
more publick "Theatre, do proclaim him every way worthy of that Compellation. And 
this Character which he obtained in Staffordſhire doth ſo correſpond with what we have 
ſeen and obſerved of him in London, thar all impartial men do readily acknowledge the 
jaſtneſs of un. And whereas my Lord Stafford proteſted in the preſence of God, that as he 
was never with him alone, ſo he never ſpake to him but cence, and that only concerning a 
Foot-man ; Here are proofs neither to be diſtruſted nor contradicted, that he had both tre- 
quent converſation with him, and admitted him into thoſe privacies which others were de- 
barred and ſhut out from. And indeed by the familiarity he entertained him with, and 
the ſequeſtring themſelves from all other Company whenloever they diſcourſed together, 
we may ealily imagine what was the Subject they treated about. For what elſe ſhould re- 
commend another Perfons Servant to thoſe Privacies which my Lord Stafford vouchlafed 
Mr. Dugdale, or prefer one of ſo mean a Rank to be fſelefted from among the com- 
pany of the beſt Gentlemen to be difcourſed with apart, but that there was ſome important 
Defign on foot of which they two _—— —— conſcious. And could this in probabi- 
lity = any other, than the mighty Affair of deſtroying the King, and overthrowing the 
Proteſtant Religion, which tie whole Papal Party had ſo long deſigned, and were at that 
time filled with the higheſt confidences of accompliſhing, 
$. 12. The next thing thar lies before us is the conſideration of this late Lords renoun. 
cing all knowledge ot Mr. Turbervill, and with what ſolemnity he abjured the having ſo 
much as at any time ſeen him. For having at his Trial not only declared, 
See Page 50. that he never ſaw him before in his A he repeats it in his Speech 
upon the Scaffold, and withall avers upon his Death and Salvaion, that 
he 
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he never ſpake one word to My. Turbervill, or to his knowledge ever ſaw him until his Trial. 
Some rolfbly may, be ready to believe that my Lord Viſcount Stafford had the gift of tor- 
gerfulneſs, and that the Papifts by a peculiar Donation remember nothing that may either 
aſperſe themſelves or the intereſt of 'the Catholick Caufe. Bur as they can not tell us 
where ſuch a priviledge is bequeathed unto them, ſo we ſhall make it appear by irretraga- 
ble Teſtimonies that he was well acquainted with Mr. Turberv:/), and that the frinWf of 
this miſadventure in denying it, was not the weakneſs of his Memory, Þþut the badneſs of 
his Conſcience, Nor ſhall 1 inſiſt upon the Teltimony of Mr. Aort, who being produced 
at.the Trial of my Lord Stafford, depoſed, that being acquainted with Mr. Turbervil 
at Pars, the ſaid Turbervi!l (did to the belt of his remembrance) tell him that his Brother 
who was a Monk had introduced him into the tavour of my Lord Staf- 

ford, and that once being in company with Mr. Turbervill, the ſaid See the ſaid Trial 
Mr. Twrberwvill wihdrew trom him to ſpeak with that Lord, and that Page 151. 

he the ſaid Mort walk'd about Luxemburg-houſe till his return. , For 

though this Teſtimony doth mightily ſtrengrhen Mr. Turbervills Evidence, being agreeable 
in ſeveral circumſtances with what he declared ; yet toraſmuch as the whole 1s to be found 
in the Printed Relation of my Lord Staffords'T'rial, together with the 

great and convincing improvement which an excellent Perſon made of See Page 181, 

It, I ſhall therefore decline enlarging upon it, and ſhall proceed to ad- 

vance two other Depoſitions demonltrative of this late Lords infincerity and falſehood in,re- 
nouncing before God and mea the having had any tormer knowledge of Mr. Turbervid, 


The Information of John Showter Gent. one of the Clerks in the Crown-Offce 
in Chancery, taken upon Oath this 3th. day of January 1680. before me 
Edmond Warcupp Eſq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace in the 
ſaid County and City. 


Midal. His Informant ſaith, that about fix or ſeven years ago he did frequently 
& +1]. reſort to the Chappel at Tari-Hall ro Maſs, the then Houſe of }:lliam 
Iveſtm. j | late Viſcount Stafford, and one of thoſe times he met there one Mr. 


Glaſſie, who asked this Informant. a Liſt of the Names of the Juſtices of rhe Peace in 
Shropſhire, which Liſt ſome few days afterwards this Informant carried to Tart-Hall and 
delivered it to the ſaid Glaſſie, who in kindneſs invited this Informant to drink a Glaſs of 
Wine in the Cellar, and two other Gentlemen went to drink with them, and after ſome 
time this Informant asked the ſaid Mr. Glaſſie, who a Tall thin Gentleman was, who was 
then one ot the Company, who anſwered his name was Turbervill, and that he belonged 
to the Lady Molimenx, andthis Informant cannot politively fay rhat Mr. Edward Turberwill 
now produced was the ſame Perſon then 1n his Company, bur believes he may be the ſame 
by ls ſtature and thinneſs, only his Hair did then look like a Perriwig, and was much 
longer than it is now: Andhhe further ſaith that he verily beheves, he ſaw the ſaid Mr. Tur- 
bervill at leaſt forty times in the ſaid Houſe, up and down: ſo commonly, that he believed 
the ſaid Turbervill to be one of the Lord Staffords Family, and did likewiſe ſee him ſeveral 
times at Maſs at the ſaid Houſe. | 


Turat* die &. Anno | Fohn Showter, 
ſupraditio coram | 
me, 
Edmond Warcupp. ah Vera Copia | 
| Ex' per me, .. 


Edmond Warcupp. 


\ 


The Information of Colonel John Scott, taken upon Oath the 13th. day of 
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February 1680. before me Edmond Warcupp Eſq; one of his Majeſties Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace in the ſaid County and City. 


AMiddl.\ FAY His Informant faith that he was at Pars in Fraxce in the month of No- 
& 5>{\ wember 1675. and there met William late Viſcount Stafford ( whom 
Weſtm. ) this Informant was well acquainted with) in a Cedan, in the Street 


called Rue de Neuf Foſſe, about the 18th. or 20th. of the ſaid November, who called to 
this Informant, inviting him to his Lodgings which he then ſaid was in a Street called Ls 
Rue de Pornoung at a ", Frome Houſe at the lower end of that Streer, the upper end whereof 
is fronted by Luxemburgh-houſe, ro which Lodging this Informant went the next day, 
and was introduc'd into his Lordſhips Chamber, who complain'd of a lameneſs which the 
Informant judg'd to be the Gour, and this Informant viſited him ſeveral times afterwards 
in his Chamber which was a lower Room in the ſaid Corner Houſe, abour the latter end 
of the ſaid month of Nowember 1675. when a certain Perſon came in whom this Infor- 
mant took to be one of his Lordſhips Domeſticks, and told his Lordſhip that one Mr. Tiur- 
bervill would ſpeak with him, whereupon this Informant having no other buſineſs but 
viſit and reſpect, and believing his Lordſhip might have ſome buſineſs with that Gentleman 
ofter'd ro withdraw, but his Lordſhip would nor permit it, ſaying, Mr. Twrbervill might 
come another time, but before anſwer was return'd the ſaid Gentleman came intothe Room, 
which his Lordſhip perceiving, ſaid, Mr. Turbervill you have not ſo much halt, or fo 
much to do but I may ſee you again to morrow, upon which the ſaid Gentleman bow*d 
his body and retir'd. And this Informant further: ſaith that Mr. Edward Turbervill now 
produc't is very like to the ſaid Gentleman in Stature, whom the ſaid Lord Stafford then 
called Mr. Turbervill, but this Informant cannot poſitively fay he is the ſame man by rea- 
ſon he had fo ſhort an Interview, and his Hair 1sſhorter than that Gentlemans was, bur he 
believes him to be the ſame Gentleman he ſaw in my Lord Staffords Room as atoreſuid, and 
this Informant was ſo much fatisfied that Mr. Edward Turbervill is the ſame Perſon that he 
faw in Pars in November 1675. that he offer'd Juſtice Warcupp a day or two before his 
Lordſhips Execution to go with him to the ſaid Lord in the Tower, or with any other Perſon 
to endeavour to Convince his Lordſhip that one Turbervill, and probably Mr. Edward 
Turbervill was the fame Perſon he ſaw at Pars in November 1675, as 18 aforeſaid. 


Turat® die &* Anno Fohn Scott. 
ſupradifÞ cor* me, 


Edmond Warcupp. 


Nor let any obje& that theſe Gentlemen are not poſitive that the Mr. Turbervill who 
teſtified againſt my Lord Stafford, is the fame perſon whom they ſaw in the places foremen- 
tioned and referred unto ; ſeeing all the pecuhar and deſcriptive accidents which they ob- 
ſerved in the one are found in the other ; except that his Har differs in length and cat 
( which any mans may do in two days time) from what it then did. Nor are they able 
to afſign any other Gentleman of that Name, unto whora we may apply-whart is here 
Sworn and Depoſed. And the modeſty with which theſe Perſons do-expreſs-and deliver 
themſelves, inſtead of detraCting from the probability of their Teſtimony doth greatly.add to 
the weight and moral GUEuE of what they ſay. If this therefore be true, that my Lord 
Stafford not only frequently ſaw Mr. Turberwill, as his being a kind of Domeſtick in his 
Houſe, as Mr. Showters Depoſition doth imply, bur thar he treated him with that famili- 
arity which Colonel Scotts Information doth import : there can then be nothing more evi- 
dent than that my Lord Stafford was wholly regardleſs of the truth of what he faid, and 
that he died guilty of a high prophanation of the Name of God, and in a deſperate con- 
tempt of all that ſhould be preſerved ſacred, by taking it upon his Salvation, that he never 
ſpake one word to Mr. 'Turbervill, or to his knowledge ever ſaw him until his Trial. 
And if he could aſſume the impudence to aver that he never ſaw Mr. Turbervill, when the 
acknowledging of it, would of it ſelf have derived no danger upon him, we may very 
reaſonably believe that notwithſtanding his being never ſo Criminal, he would abjure the 
Treaſons which Mr. Tirbervill charged him with, it being ſo much his intereſt to do ſo. 
So well aflured was Colonel Scott that this very Turberwilt who gave Evidence againſt my 
Lord Stafford at the Bar, is the ſame Perſon whom he heard my Lord call by that Name 


in 
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in his Lodgings at Pars, that he offered to go with Juſtice Wareupp to the Tower to con» | 


vince the faid Lord of it, and this Mr. Fuſtice Warcupp is not only ready to reſtifie to any 
that ſhall enquire of him, but hath been pleaſed to declare it in the Paper that is here 
ſubjoyned. 


Do humbly certifie, that Colonel John Scott did according as he hath Sworn in an In- 
I formation hereunto prefixed, offer me in a Coffee-Houſe commonly called Richard's Coffee- 
Houſe near Temple-Bar, a day or two before the Execution of William late Viſcount Stat- 
ford, to go to him in the Tower for the purpoſes contained in the ſaid Information : But 
I told him, I had no acceſs to the ſaid Lord, and therefore adviſed him to wait on the 
Right Honourable Villiam Lord Howard of Eſcrick, 2ho being the Kinſman of the ſaid 
late Viſcount Staftord, might have acceſs to him in the Tower, and bs Lordſbip being a 
reat lover of Truth, would without doubt upon his the ſaid Colonel Scott's application to 
is Lordſhip, go with him to the Tower before the Death of the ſaid William late Viſcount 
Stafford. Witneſs my hand this 2.4. of February 1680. 


Edmond Warcupp. 


$. 13. Having laid open the Perjuries as well as the Inſincerity of this late Lord in re- 


ference ro Mr. Dugdale and Mr. Turbervill, that which we are next to apply unto, 1s, 


how far his word ought to be relied upon in refcrence to the Characters which he taſtens 
upon Dr. Oats, and how far we are to give credit to him in his renouncing the having 
ſeen the DoCtor before he appeared at the Bar to teſtihe againſt him. Various have been 
the endeavours to ſtain and echpſe the Reputation of Dr. Oats, but all of them have been 
over-ruled 'unto, and iffued in the raifing his Honour and Eſteem. "They very well knew 
that could they but once undermine and ſupplant the credit of that Perſon, the detracting 
from the credit of all theother Witneſſes would be a province which with ſome probability 
of ſucceſs they might then -go about and attempt. For as all the reſt do but confirm and 
explain what he at firſt revealed and detetted, ſo were the Papal Party but once able ro 
convince the World that he were an Impoſtor, molt men, though it would be never to 
contrary to the Rules of Juſtice, would immediately entertain ſuſpicions of all rhe reſt. 
And it we may believe the Papifts in the Account and-Reports which they divulge 
-1ther of. the Dotfors IntelleCtuals or Prudentials, we can not apprehend that he was able 
> invent and frame this Plot, and-confequently that the moſt which his Parts are adopted 
into, 1s only. to be a Diſcoverer of what more Politick heads had contrived and pro- 
;-cted. And by how much they think to reproach him by detraCting from the compres 
-nſveneſs of his Underſtanding, or the diſcretion of his ConduCt ; by ſo much do they 


-ij1re all the World that this Conſpiracy was not invented or forged by him. And though 


1 very much queſtion wherher any that refle&t upon his Conduct, would: have comported 
themſelves ſo well under his Circumſtances and. Provocations ; yet his very failours and 
infhrmities are uſeful to confirm us that he found this Conſpiracy laid and formed to his hand, 
and that the meer. diſcloſure and detection of it, is all that can be aſcribed unto him, or 
that he can. be allowed to bear himſelf upon. Beſides it is not to be thought that any one 
would pretend to diſcover a Plot of his own framing, till he had bcfore hand ſecured per- 
ſons that ſhould vouch and confirm all that he: ſhould ſay. For as the whole that a fingle 
Teſtimony could amount unto, was only to awaken the Government to a watchfulneſs in 
reference to it ſelf, and an enquiry into the aCtions, and after the Papers of thoſe that were 
complained of ; fo he could not be unſenſible that the very bringing under a ſuſpicion of 
Treaſon, Perſons of that Quality and Temper that he had taken upon him to accuſe, would 
infallibly. bring. him into manifold dangers, and expoſe him to eminent hazards. And 
yet 1t 15: plain , that this honeſt Doctor whom the World doth fo traduce, was ſo far from 
concerting with any before hand, the matter which he appeared about, that he knew not 
whether was vne-man whom fear. or conſcience would influence to confeſs, acknow- 
ledge, . or any way confirm what he had ſaid. Beſides were the Doſtor an Impoſtor, as the 
Papiſts repreſent him to be, he hath afted with as much imprudence as falſehood, in taking 
upon 'harg to depoſe ſuch a vaſt number of Particulars, and all of them relating to matrex 
of Fatt, whereas could he be bur diſproved in any'one of them, there would be reaſon 
and cauſe for disbelieving'him-in all the reſt. And if -we do bur conſider how impoſlible it 
15 to: lay ſo many Accuſations againſt any ſortof men,! and thoſe declarative of things done 
at different tames and diftant-places, withour leaving ſome one particular incoherent with- the 
reſt, 3f not inconſiſtent! with 'the whole-; we muſt neceſſarily conclude that the Dotfor 38 
no Izpoſtor, ſeeing among all the things which he hath Depoſed, there 1s not any _ 
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that interfers with, or weakens the belief of another. Whereas had this Plot been a for- 
gery of the Dodtors, it had been as efteCtual to the deſign of ruining the Papifts, and 
more fafe for himſelf as well as more agreeable ro common prudence, - ro. have charged 
them only with two or three Articles umporting a Conſpiracy againſt the King, the Go- 
vernment, and the Proteſtant Religion, and not to have venture1 to give a Hiltory of fo 
many years Tranſactions of the Papal Party, name ſo many Conſults, inſtancein ſo many 
matters of Fa&t, and mention the places and perions where and by whom ſuch- Defigns were 
debated and reſolved upon. Beſides, ſome of thoſe whom he undertook to Charge and 
Impeach have been found by their own Papers which were ſeized, nor only to be guilty of 
all he charged them with, but of a great deal more than he. pretended to know or accuſe 
them of. And ſome others whoſe Confpiracies fell not within the Acircle of the Doors 
knowledge, and of whom therefore he preſumed to fay nothing ; have been dereCted by 
their own Letters to.be guilty of the Plot ; which 1s both an argument of the Dotors 
Modeſty and Conſcience 1n not Impeaching mea at peradventure meerly becauſe they are 
Papiſts, and an infallible affurance of his fincerity” in reference to all whom he hath Im- 
peachcd, and a convincing proot of the truth of thoſe things which he hath depoſed a- 
gainſt them. Moreover, whatſoever he hath ſaid that is ether any way material in it ſelf, 
or moſt ſevere againſt the Romiſh Faction, hath been confirmed by others whom he had 
neither forcknowledge of, correſpondence with, or influence upon, yea, theſe very things 
which were molt improbable, and of the truth whereot his Friends were molt ſuſpicious, 
and concerning which his Adverfaries have taken occaſion to Ridicule and. Expole him, 
namely his intimacy with, and his eſteem among the Jeſuirs, his having beenin Spain and 
in favour with the Archbiſhop of Tuam, and his integrity in reporting my Lord Caſt lemain 
to be in Sacred and Religious Orders ; have all of them been confirmed by. other Wit- 
nefles, and his Credit fully cleared and vindicated in thoſe matters that were moſtunlikely 
to be true, and which occaſioned ſome to take ſo great advantage not only to traduce bir 
Izmpoon him. And whereas there was one particular wherein they ventured their whole 
Ccaule towards the overthrowing his Reputation, namely, that he was at St. Omers all Aprill, 
May, and till towards the latter end of June 1678. and conſequently could not om 
been at the Conſult in London, April 24. as he had politively Depoled and Sworn ; it is 
remarkable that the Striplings who were brought from Sr. Omers to teſtihe that he had not 
{tirred our of that Colledge all thoſe months, differed greatly among themſelves, ſome 
affirming that he left Sr. Omers. the 10th of Fune, others ſaying that he came from thence 
about the latter end of it, and one proftering to ſwear that be was there in Fuly, who being 
rald that he varied from the reſt, cried out, he was ſure he was there till after the Conſult, 
which ſerved to diſcover what they were pre-inſtructed to ſpeak unto by the Jeſuits, 
whoſe Morality” can diſpenſe with a thouſand lies, when the intereſt of the: Catholick 
Church, or the preſerving-the honour of their Sociery, doth. beſpeak a kindneſs at their 
hands. But belides there were.no leſs than ſeven Witneſſes of unſuſpected credit, and who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have been under the imprefſion of any inducements influencing 
them to appear in favour of Dr. Oats, that depoſed upon Oath his being in London both 
in Aprill and May, the time that the Popiſh Youths bad-averr'd his being ar St. Omers. 
And whenſoever Mr. Dudley's Depoſitions (who is both a Papiſt and a Gemleman of good 
Quality and of an ancient Family ) which lye at preſent betore his Majeſty, having been 
tranſmitted to one of the Secretaries by the Juſtices of the Peace who took them 1n the 
Countrey, come to be publiſhed and communicated to the Kingdom ; it will-then more 
fully appear what a horrid Plot hath been carried on by the Papits againlt the lite of the 
King, the Proteſtant Religion, and the fatery of his Majeſties belt and moſt Loyal Sub- 
jects, and how much the Nation is indebted to Dr. Oars for the timely and ſeafonable 
detection of it, and. by conſequence for preventing the Execution of their Helliſh Treaſon 
againſt his Majeſty, and the glutting their brutiſh rage in the blood ot his Innocent, and 
at that time ſecure an unapprehenſive People. And it 1s to be hop'd that if this unthank- 
ful age ſhould not reward him in ſome proportion to what he doth deſerve, that yet our 
Poſteriry will, if not ere&t Monuments unto bim, at leaſt Record:/him in Hiſtory, as a 
lignal Inſtrument whom God hath made uſe of and honoured to fave his Countrey. And 
| am nor yet ſunk into thar defponidency, bur that I both hope to ſee him receive-the ac- 
knowledgments, and participate of the rewards which the Kingdom oweth him, and that 
fome elegant Pen will Enroll his Memory in the Regiſters of Tine, and thereby leave a 
Partern to ſucceeding Generations of the Loyalty which Dr, Oats. hath exprefled to his 
Prince, and of the Compaſlion and, Duty which he hath teſtified: to his Native Countrey, 
which had ir not been for him, would not only. have been involved mn blood, but buried 
in its own ruines. And in the mean time the Credit which not only a great and.4mpartial 
Prince,.. but the whole Kingdom in its Repreſentatives in four ſuccefhive Parhaments, and 
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the higheſt as well as the loweſt of the judicial Courts of the Ringdom, have after the 
ſtrifteſt and moſt critical Enquiry given unto him, is enough to vindicare kts tincerity, and 
ro leave an indelible Stamp of Truth upon all his Depotirions. Nor can the aſleveration 
of any Papiſt whoſe Conſcience allows him, and whoſe fatety makes it needful for himto 
proteſt his Innocence, tho he know himſelf guilty, Icfſea the Reputation of this honelt 
and plain hearted Do&ors Teſtimony, who in the tace of a thouſand "Temptations to the 
contrary, and in the proſpect of innumerable hazards, ſwears that they are horrid Cri- 
minals. 

$. 14. Having diſpatched all I intend from matter of FaCt, towards the convincing the 
World that there is no faith in Papiſts, and that we bewray a very great weakneſ in gi- 
ving any credit unto them ; I ſhall in the laſt place enquire into thoſe Maxims of their 
Religion, by which Lying and Perjury are legitimate , and made lawtul unto them. 
And here I ſhall premiſe two things, whereof the firſt is this, that im whatſrever caſes 
they may lawfully ſpeak that which is falſe, they may likewiſe without the hazard of mas» 
king themſelves guilty of Perjury ſwear it. The Parſons Mitig. cap. 11. ſe&. g. Leſſirs 
de jure © Tfuſtit. cap. 4. dub. 9. Santtins SeletF. Diſput. 46. p. 330. And therctore 
Father Garnet gave it under his hand, that every Speech which by Equivocation might 
be ſaved from a Lye, the ſame Speech might without Perjury be confirmed by on Oath, 
or by any other way, though it were by receiving the Sacrament. Sce Caſanbens Enift. ad 
Front. Duc. p. 202. The ſecond thing I would premiſe is this ; That howſoever a patter 
may be unlawful and ſinful, if meaſured with reſpet# to the Rule, it is nevert 5:5 ſafe in 
the prattick and may be done without ſin, if it be but juſtified or countenanced by the Opi- 
nion of one Dottor. And this they ſtile, the Doctrine of Probability, avowing, "That what- 
foever 15 ſupported by the Authority of any one Catholick Writer, 1s good and lawtul for 
any man to venture upon the practice of, though both the generality of other Caſuiſts, 
and the Perſon who is concerned immediately in the caſe depending, be otherw!le minded. 
See Layman lib. 1. Trat.1.cap. 5.Eſcobar in Prefat, Theologie, Problematice, F:\ntiirs Mor. 
Lueſt. Tratt. 2.1. cap. 4. Bonacina, Tom. 2. Diſp. 2. $. 4. Accordingly if any Prieſt pronounce 
it lawful ro kill the King, or to ſwear fallely to take away the life ot a Proteſtant, or to cail 
Heaven and Earth to witneſs that he himſelt 1s innocent of a matter, whereot he knows he 15 
guilty ; all theſe and a thouſand ſuch things may be done upon the Authority of our Father, 
and that without deriving any guilt upon the conſcience of him that doth them. Now theſe 
two things being ſuggeſted, 1 ſhall in the firſt place enquire by what Maxims they have pro- 
vided that a man may ſpeak diflonantly to what he knows and believes, and yer not lye. Se- 
condly, I{hall call over {ome of their Theological Principles, by which a perſon may lie and yet 
not fin. And zhzirdly, I ſhall recount ſome of the bleſſed proviſions of the Catholick 
Church, by vertue of which in caſe one hath both lied and perjured, yet he doth no ways 
endanger his ſalvation. 

15. There are various Maxims provided by the Roman Caſuiſts, according to which 
thoſe in the Papal Communion may ſpeak otherwiſe than they believe, and yet not tobe 
chargeable with Impoſture or Lying, or to have tranſgrefled any command of God, whereby 
one man 1s obliged to ſpeak truth to another. 

(1.) When a Perſon expreſſeth himſelf in words ſignificant of things and thoughts, but 
yet intends not to ſignifie any thing by them. "Thus ſay they, One may pronounce a whole 
Oration articulatly, and yet properly not at all ſpeak ; and if he do not formally ſpeak, 
he doth nor, faith their Caſuiſts, lye. Prater modos e/Equivocandi ſupra poſites addunt :lrqus 
quartum ut nimirum, ſi quis de re aliqud interrogatus verba exterits * qiey in quibns 
plena & integra continetur reſponſio, qui tam hec werba profert intendit wel per aliqua 
ellorum, wel etiam per omnia non loqui. Unde inquiunt qut his utitur quantum wverba 
illa ſunt falſa, non tamen mentitur quia non loquitur, nec quidquam intendit per ea ſign:ficare, 
ſed mere illa profert materialiter, & animi pratia, ſeu ad exercendam wocem, aut quid 
ſimile. Citante Comptono 'Tom. Poſter. Diſput. 24. Sect. 3. Theſe aliqui or ſome whom 
our Author citeth, though he pretend to differ from them, are ſufhcient according to the 
Doctrine of Probability ro juſtihe this in the praftick, and to acquit him that doth it 
trom fin. As if words were not invented to be the ſigns of things, and the conveyancers of 
the thoughts of him that uſeth them ! How ſhall we know but by mens ſpeaking proper and 
ſignificative words, that they intend to repreſent things, and communicate their minds unto 
us? And if once men may be jultifed in ſpeaking words without deſigning to intimate any 
thing by them, all converſe among men is readred couſenage and meer cheat. And it 
when any one uttereth words which are apt to bedeclarativeof ſuch a matter, and prop-r 
to repreſent his mind who ſpeaketh concerning it, and which the hearer can no otherwiſe 
conſtrue than as expreſſive of ſuch a thing and purpoſe ; I ſay if the ſpeaker may falve him- 
{clf from lying by pretending that he defigned not to ſignihe any thing by thoſe words, 
there is not that abuſe impoſeable upon men by ſpeech, that here is any way left for them 
to eſcape or avoid. For example, ſuppoſe that one charged with a Crime, make a long 
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harrangue in terms materially fit to vindicate his innocency, and which in the acceptation 
of every hearer can not be otherwiſe interpreted, than as a juſtification of the ſpeaker from 
the Crime charged upon him ; and though he be highly Criminal and his Hearers meerly 
abuſed by believing him guiltlels, ne hath not according to this Maxizz of Feſuitical Mo- 
rality told a lye, becauſe he never deſigned that the words which heufed ſhould {ignitie any 
thing, but only pronounced to exerciſe his lungs and make a noiſe. 

2. When one tells a falſehood and knows it to be ſo, but ſuppeſeth that none wall believe 
him in this caſe, ſay ſome of our Papal Caſniſts, he doth not ye. | For a lye ſay they, is, 
Verbum falſum cum intentione fallend;, A falſehood uttered with an intent to deceive , Filu- 
cirts Tom. 2. Tra. 4.0. cap. 2. And therefore if he that ſpeaksthink that no body will be- 
lieve him, he cannor be ſuppoſes to have a purpoſe to deceive and conſequently is not to 
be ſaid to lye. Thus let what a perfon ſpeaks difagree never fomuch with the mindot the 
ſneaker, yet if 1t can be but _— that the hearers will not beteve what the words are 
exprellive of, there is no lye in ſuch caſe. So that let a man be but of a broken credityhe is 
of all perſons ſecureſt from lying, though he never ſpake a true word from one endof the 
year to the other. And according to this Doctrine the Paprſfs are leaſt in danger, of all 
men in the World, of lying to Proteſtants, notwithſtanding every thing they ſay to them 
be falſe, ſeeing they may very well ſuppoſe that Proteſtants will not believe them, as indeed 
nothing but folly and ſimplicity can lead them to do it. And by this Principle of Popiſh Di- 
vinity, I can make a ſhift to juſtifie that the late Romziſh 'Traitors who have ſuffered did not 
lye in their laſt Speeches, though all that they faid and ſealed with Oaths and Proteſta- 
tions was falſe, becauſe they might very well imagine that we had reaſon to know them better 
than to believe them. 

3- When though all that a Perſon audibly ſaith be falſe, yet if with ſomething to be added 
to, which is concealed in the mind of the ſpeaker, it may be rendred and made true, in that 
fay the Roman Caſuiſts the Perſon doth not ye. Quando verba cxteris prolata ſunt falſa, 
junta nihilominus verbis quibuſdam interns quz quis 1n mente retinet, faciunt ſenſum 
verum. Compt. Carlet. Tom. 2. Diſp. 24. Sect. 1. Non eſt mendacium cum quis utitur Re- 
ſtrictione tacita, Lefſ. de jure & juſtit. lib. 2. cap. 47. Dub. 6. .2ui habet juſtam cauſam ce- 
lands mentem ſuam tacit4 Reſtrittione, non peccat etiamſi alienu ſenſu juret, quod intellige ji 
neceſſitas wel utilitas juramentum exigat idem ibid. Dub. 9. Thus faith Senches, a man 
»17y ſwear that be hath not done a thing though he really have, by underſtanding within him- 
felt, that be did it not on ſuch or ſuch a day, or before he was born, Op. Mor. lib. 3. cap. 6. 
And this is what they call the Doftrine of Mental Reſervation, than which alone there 
'3 nothing more needfal to avoid lying, though a perſon never ſpeak truth to his Neigh- 
bour. For cxample, if one ſhould ask another whether he knows any news, he may by 
this art though he know never ſo much, yet both affirm and ſwear that he knows none, 
providing he have butthis reſerve in his mind, wviz.to tell him z Or if a Prieſt be asked 
whether tuch a one did not in Confeſſion acknowledge fuch a Sin unto him, he may not. 
withſtanding that the perfon did ſo, yer deny it and that with an Oath, providing that he 
have bur ſuch a mental reſerve as this, namely that it was not confeſſed to him as a meer 
man but as God. "Thus if any Papiſ# be examined concerning a Delign againſt the State 
which he not only knows but is a Confpirator in,he may nevertheleſs ſwear that he knows of 
no ſuch Deſign, underſtanding in himſelf that he doth not know 1t as a thing whichevery 
Porter in the 'Town is acquainted with. Now if lawful thus to abuſe the faith of mankind, 
it was to no purpoſe to torbid lying,ſeeing every one that 1s not an Idiot may fave himſelf 
in the moſt folemn afleyerations s a fallchood, by ſome ſecret reſerve in hisown mind. 
And while this Doctrine doth obtain, it is impoſlible to know whether a Papiſt at any time 
ſpeaks truth. One reſolved to poyſon his Prince, may yet ſwear that he never deligned 
any ſuch thing, reſerving in his own mind that he did not purpoſe to do it with Henbane. 
So one fully reſolved to ſtab his Soveraign, may yer deny it with all the Aﬀeverations and 
Oaths imaginable, and never all this while be guilty of lying, providing he have but ſuch 
a reſerve as this, in his mind,namely, that he did not intend to do it with a Lath. To what 
uſeful purpoſes, may this ſacred knack of mental Reſervation ſerve the Romaniſts eſpecially 
while the neceſſity of the Papal Cauſe, or their own Perſonal ſafety render it expedient. 

(4) As if this were not ſecure, nay to avoid lying, though a Perſon never ſpeak truth, 
they have found another which they reckon more ſate, namely , 2vhen one hath ſaid that 
which is falſe aloud, he ſhall whiſper to himſelf that which being Joyned to it will ſerve to 
make and render it true , Filutius Moral. Queſt. Tom. 2. Tr. 25. Cap. 11. N. 331. Thus 
having ſworn aloud that he was not at ſuch a Conſult, he may add by way of whiſpering to 
himſelt with the Secretary of State. Or that after he hath ſid aloud I favear, he then 
whiſpers that I-ſay, and fo proceeds aloud that I was not in a Conſpiracy againſt the 
King and the Government. Thus they ſpeak truth only to themſelves, bur Iyeto all others. 

(5.) When though what one ſays be falſe in the intention of the ſpeaker, and he knows 
that the heavens will be impoſed upon by ſuch a form of ſpeech, yet if through ſome ambiguone, 
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or £7::iv0cal terms the propoſition be capabie of a true ſenſe, in that caſe ſay the Caſuiſts there ;s 
no le. See Compt. Carlet ubi pris, &* Leſſius de jure C& ju(tit. lib. 2. cap. 46. Filating 
Tem. 2. Tr. 25. Cap. 11. And 1s that which they call e£qurvecation in a proper ſenſe, 
and by which the Papi//s have ſought themſelves by lying in innumerable caſes, wherein 
they have been found to abuſe the faith of mankind. Nor 15 it to be imagined what feats 
this may do, when one hath his mind and memory furniſhed with ambiguous terms. But 
{ſo much hath been ſaid againſt the Papiſts on this head, that I ſhall ſatishe my ſelf in having 
barely mentioned 1t.' | 

& 16. And as they have Theological Maxims by which a man may ſpeak difſonantly to 
what he knows and believes and not lye, ſo in the ſecond place they have found out 
Methods and laid down Principles according to which a perſon may lye and not fin, 

( 1.) Firlt, when a perſon tells a falſehood and knows that the world will be impoſed upon 
by it, yet if inthe telling of ſuch an untruth he doth not dirett his intention tothe deceiving of any 
body, in that caſe ſay the Roman Caſwiſts, though the party lies yet he doth not ſin. The 
Papi/ts have found a myſtery, which will allow men 1n committing all the villany in the 
\Vorld, and yet ſecure them trom ſinning, and this they call the direching of theintention. 
For example, if a man ſay the Papal Cafuiſts wiltully kill another that either hath, or may 
hereafter injure him, it is not Murder providing he did it not out of malice or revenge, but 
meerly to repel an injury done him, or prevent one that may be done him. By which 
Maxim 1 know what account to give of Sir Edmund-bury Godfrey's death, namely that 
though the Papiſts killed kim, yer they were far from murdering of him, unleſs they who 
did it were ſuch fools, as notto know how to direCt their intention to the ſecuring the Popiſh 
Cauſe, without deſigning revenge for his being ſo bukie to defeat and obſtrutt them in 
their deſigns. Thus by this directing of the intention, it 15 no {in to calumniate another 
falſly, or to charge him with Crimes which may both reach his life and his honour, although 
you know him altogether innocent of what you accuſe him of, providing the end you 
purpoſe in doing ſo be ſome ſuch good thing, as the preſerving your ſafery or therep: cation 
of the holy Catholick Church, and not the defaming or deſtroying the party whom you 
ſlander and accuſe. Thus the giving a falſe Teſtimony in Court upon Oath, is no fin, if 
you can but dire&t your intention in doing it to the ſaving of one that he hath a kindneſs 
tor. Thus one may ſay and ſwear that which is moſt talſe, providing he do not direct his 
intention to the deceiving men, bur only to hinder them trom doing hurt, namely, their 
preventing the Plot from going on, or their hanging a Pop:iſh Lord or Jeſuit who had 
conſpired againſt the King, the Proteſant Religion andthe Kingdom. By this I think I'm 
able to Give the St. Omers Youths from having finned in their lying Teſtimonies at the 
Old-Bayley : For the Striplings did not formally delign the abu{ing the Judge or Jury, or the 
diſcrediting Dr. Oats, theſe things would have proved bur accidental conſequences of what 
they depoſed, had their 'Tcltimony. been believed ; ſeeing alaz all that they intended was 
the bringing off their Friends and the ſupporting the Credit of their Church. And the 
command of God forbids only a falſe Teſtimony againſt my Brother, bur not a falſe Teſti- 
mony for him. And thus we know eafily how to vindicate the late Papal Martyrs from ha- 
ving ſinned in their laſt lying Speeches; for poor innocent men they did no ways intend to 
deceive, but only to prop up the credit of the Popiſh Cauſe and hinder the Plot from being 
believed. Welfare Diana who tells us in the third part of his Caſuiſtical Divinity Tr. 6. 
Reſol. 2 .'T bat in his Caſibus,@nimus affirmantis aut jurants non aebet eſſe fallere proximum, 
ſed occultare weritatem quam manifeſtare non expeait. 

(2.) If they he and forſwear themſelves from a cuſtom and a habit which they have ac- 
quired of lying and perjury, in that caſe to ye or ſwear falll; is not according to the greateſ# 
of our Modern Caſuiſts any mortal ſin, and as ſome of them ſay any ſin at all. Conſuerud. 
blaſphemandi, ne vel peccatum, nec falſa juramenra ita prolata. Eſcobar Tr. 1. Ex. 3. N. 6. 
48. Talis non peccat, nec propri: blaſpemat Laiman lib.1. Tr. 2. cap. 3. So that tor a PapiſF 
ro acquit himſelf from ſinning by lying Oaths and Afeverarions, it is but before hand to 
habituate himſelf never to ſpeak or ſwear what 1s true. And the more profligate and ob- 
durate any perſon hath been in daily blaſphemies and perjuries, the more ſecure he is from 
finning in doing fo, eſpecially it the advantage of the Papal Church require ſuch a curteſie 
at his hand, as to blaſpheme the name of God, and perjure himſelt. Nor is it ſtrange that 
a Lord who had contraCted a5 great cuſtom of finning, as moſt men of this age had done, 
ſhould venture to dye with a lie in his mouth upon this bleſſed ſecurity of the ſupream Di- 
re&tors of Conſcience, that the cuſtom of lying had made it no fin tor him to doo. 

(3.) A Lye according tothe Morality of the Romiſh Divines s in ſuch caſes no ſin, when 
he that delivers it, though he confirms it with never ſo many Aſſeverations tobe true, not 
bound to ſpeak truth. Sylveſter Sum. verb. Mendacium, with many others. Now they 
aſſign ſeveral caſes, wherein thoſe of their Communion are not obliged to ſpeak truth ; 
(1. ) If the Pope ſhould forbid them to ſpeak what they believe and know, and on the con- 
trary command them to Lye. In that cafe the Authority of the holy Father legitimates Jing, 
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and to ſpeak truth becomes a Crime, Si Papa erraret pracipiens vitia, & prohibens virtutes, 
Eccleſia credere tenetur witia eſſe bona, & virtutes eſſe malas. Bellarm. de Rom. Pontif. lib. 4. 
cap. 5. (2.) It they be prohibited by their lawful Superior to ſpeak truth, and enjoyned by 
him ro affirm a falſhood, the latter becomes thereby ſanCtihed, and the hrſt commenceth an 
oftence and 1s rendred a fin. For whatſoever a Superior commands, thoſe under his con- 
duct are bound implicitly to obey, and how unlawful foever the thing which he requires 
may be in ir ſelf, yet obedience in that caſe hallows the action. See Ipnatizes Epiſt. de wir- 
tute Obedientiz ad Luſitanos Set, 11. And what a door this ſets open to lying, if any 
Ghoſtly Father think it convenienteither for his own ſafety, or the intereſt of the Church 
to require, may be eaſily imagined. ( 3.) Ir becomes legitimate for them to lyc, and they 
are not bound to ſpeak the truth, if any one Doctor or Caſuiſt interpoſe his judgment thar 
it is ſafe in the pradtick, and for the advantage of the Church that they ſhould aver a falſ- 
hood. This follows upon their Doctrine of Probability, for according unto that, whatſo. 
ever any one Caſuiſt athrms to be lawful, a perſon may venture upon it without running 
any hazard of finning. And is it to be conceived bur that ſome Prieſt or other will in this 
junEture, not only give liberty for a Member of the Roman Communion in England 
to lye, eſpecially when their Cauſe can not otherwiſe ſubliſt, but that he will frame lying 
Speeches for them, which as occaſion 1s, others ſhall pronounce? ( 4.) They are not 0- 
bliged to ſpeak the truth, when, they are before an Uncompetent#\uthority. And ſuch are 
all Hererical Magiſtrates, in reference to Reman Catholicks. Or it they be ſpeaking to Here- 
ticks, it 1s the famething, for they are not under any obligation to entertain them with what 
is true. Alaz, they may cheat ſuch without diſhoneſty, violate Oaths made unto them, with- 
out perjury, rob them without theft, kill them without murder, andturely much more may 
they lye unto them without the violation of the meaſures of 'T'ruth and Juſtice. For they 
whom they may merioriouſly deſtroy, they may innocently decerve. And by the ſame Prin- 
ciple that no fanh 1sto be kept with Hereticks, no faith nor truth are due unto them. 

( 4.) Lying in a Papiſt 1s no ſin, when be hath beforehand a Diſpenſation for it. For the 
nature of a Diſpenſation 13, that it doth not change the quality ot the Fact, but makes it 
ceaſe to be ſin tohim who hath a Diſpenſarion for i. And ſurely if a Papal Diſpenſation may 
make Incetit lawtul, it may make Lying and Perjury tawtul alſo. Burt ſo much hath been 
ſaid on this Subject by others, that ſhall wavcenlarging on that particular. 

Se. 17. And as it it had nor been enough to obtrude Maxims on the World, by which a man may ſpeak 
diTonantly to what he knows and believes, and yet not Iye ; and by which a man may be. guilty of lying 
and perjury and yet not lin; They have alio made proviſion that what they themſelves both acknowledge to 


. be a lye, aud conſeſs to be a ſin, yet that it ſhall no ways en:langer the Salvation of hum who contrafted ſuch 


a guilt, And ſarely what the Papi/?s may do without the hazard of future bleſſedneſs, arid in fubſerviency 
in the mean time to many great and {ecular ends, they will not much ſcruple the doing of it. Now the pro- 
vilions which that tender and compaſhonate Church hath made for her Children, by vertue of the benefit 
of which they may be as wicked as they can delire, and yet be in no danger of the Vindittive Juſtice of 
Ged, or Eternal Pumifhments, are ſuch as theſe. " 

( 1.) She allows them the benefit of Abvſolution. Now the nature and end of Abſolution is not to render a 
thing to be no fin which in it ſelf is a fin, but the making that which is fin not be puniſhable by the Dj- 
vine Tribunal. It doth not make a man to be free from having done that which bc hath done, but it ſecures 
him from the Juſtice of God though he did it, Though a Papal Pardon doth not make tnat not ro be which 
is, yer it renders the Perſon as fafeasif it were not, or neverhad been. And guilt implying an obnoxiouſneſs ro 
puniſhment, rhey reckon that being by abſolution diſcharged from all obnoxiouſnbſs to puniſhment they are no 
more gnilty chan if they had never committed ſuch a Fat. And ſo they aver them(elves to be as Innocent as 
the Child unborn, not of the FaR, bur with reſpe& to the demerit of it. How far this Popiſh Engine hath ſerved 
the intercſt of the Papal Party, and emboldned them to deny that which they were jultly accuſed of, hath 
been abundantly declared by many learned Pens, and therefore my further pains about it, arc ſuperſeded by 
the foregoiag labours of others. 

( 2.) The ſecond proviſion of this kind made by the Church of Rome, for the Voraries of the Triple Crown 
and the Subje&ts of the Infallible Head, is that of Indulgences, by which whole Orders and many Families as 
well as Individual Perſons, are pardoned not only of all the fins that they have connnitted, bur of al] rhar rhey 
ſhall commit as well for ages as years to come. No doubt but they whocould give Indulgences of all ſinsto 
ſuch as heretofore fought in favour of the Pope, and the Court and Church of Rome againit Emperors or 
Kings that quarrelled with his Highneſles Uſurpations, or that liſted themſelves under the Papal Banners for the 
extirpation of Hereticks ; but that they will be as ready to give Indulgences of the ſame form and extent, ro ſuch 
as are engaged for the rooting out of the Northern Hereſie which hath ſo long tyranniſed over theſe Kingdoms, 

( 3.) To this we may ſubjovin their Do&rine of Purgatory, Supererogations, Maſles for the dead, which are all 
calculated to ſecure the everlaſting happineſs of Papiſts though they dye in known fins. 

( 4.) Of Alliance to this, is their opinion concerning the vertue and Power of the Euchariſt, which being re- 
ceived though only with attrition, jultifieth any one that is in Mortal Sin. And for ſecurities ſake they may keep 
it by them, and adminiſter it to themſelves, if they ſhould fail of an opporrunity of having another to admini- 
ſter it to them. And this courſe took Mary Queen of Scots. 

( Laſtly.) Their Doctrine that Martyrdom doth Ex opere operato confer grace, is highly uſetul and ſubſervient 
ro the ſame purpoſe. And what a blelied condition are our Tyburn and Tower-/14 Martyrs in, though the laſt 
rhings they did was the forſwearing of themſclves and the invoking God to bear witneſs to falſhood as an authen- 
tick and ſolemn Truth. And it is buthanging or loling ones head for the interelt of the Triple Crown, and all 
i: ſafe. And may many of them have the good fortune to go this ſecure way (as they believe) to Heaven, 
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